
 Coto de Caza homeowners know 
the old Coto General Store site. Half 
of our residents live within three 
miles of it. We pass the wooden 
building on Vista del Verde and 
glance at it through live oaks and 
sycamores. It’s adjacent to other 
Coto landmarks: Merryhill School, 
and Maxwell Stables on Via Pajaro 
and behind the historic Coto de 
Caza equestrian center, home to 
400 horses.

 New property owners Larry and 
Carol Guesno shared with the Coto 
de Caza News their vision for the 
land: to provide Coto de Caza’s 
citizens a core development befitting 
inland Orange County’s premier 
residential community

 “Coto is a bastion of country pace 

and restful living for an upscale 
population, with a western heritage 
going back long before the first 
homes were built,” said Larry recently. 
“Carol and I want to re-create within 
the gates a tranquil, convenient 
community gathering place where 
Coto residents can meet, shop, and 
dine together in style; in a place we 
can call our own.”  

 Few residents know Coto de Caza 
better than Roz von Harz. In 1972 
Roz went to work for Club de Caza 
(later Coto Valley Country Club), 
back when it was owned by Great 
Southwest Corporation, a subsidiary 
of Penn Central Railroad. Roz has 
been a Coto resident since 1978. 
She recalls, “The General Store 
was a hub for the Village in its early 

years. We’d go there to get our mail, 
check the message board for events, 
share the day with our neighbors, 
make plans for the evening, and 
occasionally share bottles of wine 
with our neighbors.  We enjoyed 
the drug store-style soda fountain in 
the Store, watched our kids ponder 
over penny candy choices, and 
nostalgically remembered our own 
youth. To have this renewed center 
will be a great addition to this unique 
community.”

 Twenty-six-year Coto de Caza 
resident, general contractor John 
Cox of Cox Novak Construction, 
has built more than thirty custom 
homes within the Coto gates since 
1984. John is well known in the 
area, having been president of the 
Trabuco Canyon Little league and an 
active advocate for community sports 
fields in Coto, and served many years 
on the board of the Silver-Bronze 
Corporation, the company that owns 
the Coto Valley Country Club and 
Coto de Caza Equestrian Center. In 
2005, John and his wife, Melanie, 
became owners of the Rose Canyon 
Cantina & Grill in historic Trabuco 
Canyon.

 John shared memories of the old 
Coto General Store with the Coto de 
Caza News. “For thirty years it was 
my first stop for a hot cup of coffee 
every morning. The coffee wasn’t 
the frilly stuff popular today—it was 
fireman coffee, and, having the 
General Store made it possible to not 

leave the community for a few days at 
a time. It was a real convenience for 
groceries, beer or other necessities.”

 John added, “When I was asked 
to help design and build the new 
General Store, I was grateful. The 
team Larry Guesno put together 
has a primary design priority: make 
it fit the community and especially to 
preserve its historical roots.”

 Dave Hubert, retired Orange 
County Fire Captain and long-time 
Coto homeowner, told the Coto de 
Caza News that the old General 
Store was the first location where 
he conducted training sessions, 
meetings, and social gatherings in 
1980-’81 for the original Coto de 
Caza Volunteer Fire Department. 
“Fire Station #40 was eventually 
established,” said Hubie, as many 
know him, “with thirty residents as 
volunteer firefighters.  The Coto 
General Store was where Coto’s 
now professional fire protection got 
its start.”

The project architect Todd Voelker 
of T.S. Voelker Architecture, told the 
Coto de Caza News. “The project 
design seeks a careful balance 
between capturing a sense of the 
Coto de Caza heritage, and serving 
the future needs of its residents,” 
said Todd. “The architecture features 
natural stone, standing seam metal 
roofs, salvaged material, and other 
agricultural theme elements in 
dialogue with clean, contemporary 
modern elements featuring the latest 

C o t o  G e n e r a l  S t o r e  r i d e S  a G a i n !

New owners Larry and Carol Guesno plan retail center anchored by upscale Coto General Store & Mercantile, a fine restaurant and wine bar, 
community meeting space, shops, and offices at the same time preserving the look and feel of the Coto de Caza neighborhood

General contractor John Cox of Cox Novak Construction, architect 
Todd Voelker of T.S. Voelker Architecture share the excitement of looking 
or the plans with new General Store developers Larry and Carol Guesno

technology in solar energy and window wall systems. Shade structures and 
reclaimed water for landscape are part of the eco-conscience design solution. 
The 1.85 acre site is thick with mature sycamore, oak and liquid amber trees, 
and our design nestles buildings among them, fitting in village-like structures 
which celebrate garden and outdoor deck spaces between. 

Larry and Carol Guesno have directed us to preserve about 90% of 
the trees and provide an on-site quiet space for horse hitching posts. We 
are diligently trying to minimize water usage with creative ideas such as 
installation of a bocce ball court for community use. The Coto General Store 
& Mercantile design preserves the General Store at its core with a welcoming 
contemporary front porch to the community. Along with salvaged vintage 
light fixtures, the specialty food shop will contain the carefully preserved 
and restored original soda fountain, reopening to serve a new generation. 

T.S. Voelker Architecture has designed several custom homes in Coto de 
Caza and is known for outstanding restaurant designs, Glen Ivy Hot Springs 
and other spas, Cabo Azul Resort and other luxury resorts, and professional 
office spaces.

Visualize what the new Coto General Store complex will add to Coto de 
Caza. And, if you can, imagine John Wayne sitting in the second floor wine 
bar above the restaurant, feet propped on a stool, enjoying the sycamore-
scented breeze. Maybe it’s a stretch to think of Duke sipping a fine cabernet, 
but times change. We think he’d approve.

In Spanish, coto is “an enclosure of pasture land” or, generally, a “territory” 
or “district,” and caza is Spanish for “hunting.” Coto de Caza thus anglicizes 
as “hunting preserve.” 

Until regulated by Orange County authorities over 20 years ago, hunting 
and shooting were prevalent activities. A couple centuries before, Mexican 
ranchers claimed huge tracts of the virgin rolling grasslands with natural 
creeks and native live oaks and sycamores. It’s said the land looked pretty 
much the same at the time Ernest Bryant Jr. bought several thousand acres 
of it in the 1930s. His large coto was favored by deer, smaller game, sporting 
birds, and seldom-seen mountain lions. Bryant Ranch became a popular 
hunting preserve.

John Wayne used to bring his son, Ethan, to Coto to ride horses, shoot 
skeet, and stalk quail. Charlton Heston and later William Shatner and Robert 
Stack were among other Hollywood luminaries who enjoyed the Coto de 
Caza Hunt Club and the equestrian center located in the north section of 
the early Coto community.  The trap and skeet range was just a half mile 
south of the General Store

Coto’s story is long, rich, and varied, and there’s a lot more ahead than 
behind. From hunting preserve to exclusive gated community was a big 
transition. Just as for us personally, a place’s past comes along as the 
present unfolds into the future. Coto General Store property owner and 
developer, Larry Guesno, appreciates the distinct Coto identity and the 
sense of belonging residents share. 

Shade structures and reclaimed water for landscape are part of the eco-
conscience design solution. The 1.85 acre site is thick with mature sycamore, 
oak and liquid amber trees, and our design nestles buildings among them, 
fitting in village-like structures which celebrate garden and outdoor deck 
spaces between. We will preserve about 90% of the trees and provide an 
on-site quiet space for horse hitching posts. The Coto General Store & 
Mercantile design maintains the General Store at its core with a welcoming 
contemporary front porch to the community. Along with salvaged vintage 
light fixtures, the specialty food shop will contain the carefully preserved 
and restored original soda fountain, reopening to serve a new generation.

Larry and Carol Guesno told the Coto de Caza News “We invite Coto 
residents to communicate with us at info@cotogeneralstore.com. Let us know 
what you’d like to see in the complex, and we’ll work at finding tenants to meet 
the need,” says Guesno. “Or they’ll find us: there is already a lot of interest 
in the project from potential lessees, and anyone wanting a space should 
contact us. Great ideas are flowing: upscale food market with deli, coffee 
bar, and soda fountain, a restaurant and wine bar, and small businesses 
like a day spa, florist, a mailbox store, or dry cleaner. We’d love to see the 
CZ Master Association office there, and a community meeting space. For 
early-comers, we can build to suit. Coto homeowners, please share your 
views with us!”

Coto General Store!
So many wonderful and exciting 

new things are coming.
To see our progress and to get 

more information go to: 
www.cotogeneralstore.com

or email us at:
info@cotogeneralstore.com

LARRY and CAROL


