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Section I: Extent of Architectural Control Committee Review: 

A. Association Responsibilities: One of the more important functions of Coto de Caza 

Community Association ("The Village") is enhancing the desirability and attractiveness of 

living in the community by preserving the architectural character of the Community.  The 

Association is granted the power to administer and enforce architectural controls within the 

Community by Article VI of the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions and Restrictions and 

Reservation of Easements for The Village (the "Declaration"), which recorded on February 4, 

1970 in Book 9209, pages 277 through 291 in the Official Records of Orange County, 

California, as amended from time to time. 

 

 The Association administers and enforces all architectural guidelines through the Architectural 

Control Committee as provided in Article VI of the Declaration. The Architectural Control 

Committee has the authority to (1) review and approve all plans and specifications for 

Improvements as described in Section VI of the Declaration; (2) establish and administer 

general architectural guidelines; and (3) assess fees, as set by the Board of Directors, for review 

and approval of proposed construction plans. The Association Board of Directors and 

Architectural Control Committee by majority vote have the sole authority to approve, approve 

with conditions or disapprove Applications. Board members and Committee members acting 

without majority vote, Community Management and agents of the Association have no 

authority to approve, approve with conditions or deny Applications.  

B. Purpose of these Architectural Guidelines:  The purpose of the Architectural 

Guidelines/Rules is to preserve the architectural character of The Village. The Guidelines are 

intended to provide design and implementation criteria for use by the Architectural Control 

Committee, residents and their consultants in their review of architectural, landscaping or other 

Improvements subject to the Architectural Control Committee’s approval to ensure 

construction of Improvements have a high quality of appearance and are compatible in 

character and form with the community. 

C. Enforcement and Violations: No construction of, or modification to, exterior Improvements 

may be commenced without obtaining approval from the Association or the Architectural 

Control Committee in accordance with these Guidelines. Failure to obtain such approval may 

constitute a violation of the Declaration and could result in the Association requiring a 

modification or removal of the work (regardless of whether it has been completed) at the 

expense of the Owner. Failure by the Owner to perform such modification or removal when 

requested by the Association may subject the Owner to legal action by the Association in order 

to compel the Owner’s compliance. All residents have the right and the responsibility to bring 

to the attention of the Architectural Control Committee any violations of any provision or 

standard, which the Board of Directors or the Architectural Control Committee has adopted. An 

approved Application and Exhibits along with conditions of approval constitute the agreement 

between the Applicant and the Association. Any change to the design or specifications must be 

submitted and approved by the Architectural Committee prior to any form of work or 

construction. 
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D. Amendments to Guidelines: These Guidelines, along with the provisions set forth in the 

Declaration, form the basis for evaluation of plans and specifications for new construction 

submitted by individual Owners to the Architectural Control Committee for review and 

approval.  Any items or issues not addressed in the governing instruments for this Community 

are matters left to the discretionary judgment of the Architectural Control Committee acting in 

good faith on behalf of the best interests of the Association as a whole.  The Architectural 

Control Committee may at its discretion (with approval of the Board and with appropriate 

notification to membership) amend these Guidelines from time to time for the purpose of more 

fully describing their original intent. 

E. Clarification or Additional Information: When Architectural Control Committee approval of 

plans and specifications is required, the Architectural Control Committee may condition its 

approval on such changes it deems appropriate and may require submission of additional plans 

and specifications or other information or materials prior to approving or disapproving plans 

and specifications. 

F. Submissions and Distribution: Upon approval, disapproval or in the event the Architectural 

Control Committee requests clarification or additional information, all submissions shall be 

distributed as follows: 

 1. Approved plans: One set of Approved plans shall be placed in the Association files 

and two sets of Approved plans along with any written conditions of approval shall be 

returned to the Owner to be kept at the work site during the course of construction until 

a final inspection of the construction has been made on behalf of the Architectural 

Control Committee. 

 2. Disapproved plans: Two sets of Disapproved plans which are not in compliance with 

the Guidelines and / or requiring clarification or additional information shall be 

returned to the Owner. One set of Disapproved plans will be placed in the Association 

files.  

G. Inspection of Work: Inspection of work in progress and issuance of notices of noncompliance 

may be made by the Architectural Control Committee or a designated representative with 

reasonable prior notification. Absence of such inspection and notification during construction 

does not constitute either Architectural Control Committee approval of the work in progress or 

compliance with these Guidelines, nor does it impact the Association’s enforcement authority 

with respect to any violations of these Guidelines.  

H. Inspections of Completed Improvements: Inspections of completed Improvements may be 

made by the Architectural Control Committee or its designated representatives once the Owner 

has notified the Architectural Control Committee that the Improvements have been completed.  

This notification shall be made within fifteen (15) days after the Improvement's completion.  If 

it is determined that the work was not done in substantial compliance with the final plan 

approved by the Architectural Control Committee, the Architectural Control Committee shall 

notify the Owner in writing of such noncompliance within thirty (30) days after its inspection, 

specifying in reasonable detail the particulars of noncompliance, and shall require the Owner to 

remedy the noncompliance. (See Exhibit D for a Notice of Completion form.)
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I. Plan Approval does not Denote Liability/Responsibility for Design or Defects: The 

Architectural Control Committee's review of plans and specifications only extends to 

conforming to the Declaration and these Guidelines. By approving plans and specifications, the 

Architectural Control Committee, the Board of Directors and its designated representatives do 

not assume any liability or responsibility for the architectural or engineering design or for any 

defect in any structure constructed from the Owner's plans and specifications. 
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Section II: Review, Approval and Inspection Procedure: 

A. Improvements/Change Requests Must be Submitted on Standard Forms: All requests for 

Architectural Control Committee approval of Improvements must be made on the standard 

form provided by the Architectural Control Committee or available by accessing the 

Association’s website. Applications must be mailed or delivered to the Architectural Control 

Committee through the Community Manager or Architectural Coordinator for the Association 

at the Management Company address listed on the Association’s website  

Cotovillageonline.com 

All inquiries and correspondence should be directed to the Architectural Coordinator, Coto de 

Caza Community Association – The Village 

Attention: 

Kelly MacInnis, Architectural Coordinator (Kelly@ch-pm.com or 949-367-9430, Ext 201) 

Crummack Huseby Inc. 

25531 Commerce Drive, Suite 100 

Lake Forest, CA 92630 

B. Architectural Control Committee has 45 Days to Approve or Disapprove Plans: As 

provided in Article VI of the Declaration, the Architectural Control Committee has 45 days 

from receipt of an Owner's plans to approve, conditionally approve or disapprove them.  If the 

Architectural Control Committee fails to approve, conditionally approve, or disapprove the 

plans submitted by an Owner within 45 days after receipt of all materials requested, such plans 

and specifications shall be deemed approved. The 45-day period does not begin until the 

required Application and exhibits are provided to Management. No construction may begin 

prior to receipt of Architectural Control Committee’s written approval or the end of the 45-day 

period, whichever occurs first.  Proof of submittal date, such as a date received by Management 

must be provided upon request by the Architectural Control Committee if the owner chooses to 

proceed with Improvements based on the 45-day rule. Final approval by the Architectural 

Control Committee shall be issued in writing under the following conditions, which shall be 

affixed as a legend to the approved plans: 

Approval of these plans relates solely to the architectural design and scheme thereof, and no 

representations are made nor any responsibility assumed by the Architectural Control 

Committee regarding the legality or structural quality or soundness of the work proposed.  It 

shall be the sole responsibility of Owner, Owner's architect and Owner's builder to examine 

the Lot and to undertake adequate structural design for all Improvements and thereafter to 

construct and maintain the Improvements in accordance with the approved plans, and 

applicable governmental codes, laws, ordinance and regulations.  Approval of these plans 

does not alter or modify Owner's obligation to comply with all established building 

requirements for the Lot and with all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations now or 

hereafter made by any governmental authority affecting the Lot. In case of any conflict 

between the same, the stricter requirement shall apply. 
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C. Plans must be Clear, Complete and per Guidelines and Codes: Plans must be clear, 

complete and prepared in accordance with applicable guidelines and building codes.  

Preliminary plans should be submitted to the Architectural Control Committee for work 

involving major additions, initial construction or rebuilding of Dwelling Units, demolition, or 

work requiring variances, to allow the Architectural Control Committee's comments and 

conditions for preliminary approval to be incorporated in the final drawings.  Final drawings 

must be submitted to the Architectural Control Committee for review and approval. Any 

modifications to the Association’s approval due to County plan check requirements which 

result in exterior change must be submitted to the Association for review prior to commencing 

work.  

D. Only Member (Owner) or Agent Can Submit Plans: All packages submitted to the 

Architectural Control Committee must be submitted by a Member (Owner) of the Association, 

or his Agent and must contain the following items: 

 1.   Signed General Conditions of Approval form (Exhibit A) 

 2.  Completed HOME IMPROVEMENT FORM (Exhibit B). 

 3. Completed the IMPACTED NEIGHBOR NOTIFICATION STATEMENT (Exhibit C). 

 4.  Submittal Fee (see paragraph 9 below). 

 5. Submit Three (3) complete sets of preliminary plans or final drawings prepared according to the 

Submission Standards (see pages 9-14 below). 

 6.  Submit proof that close of escrow has occurred, if you are a new owner. 

 The Community Management Company, acting as the Association’s agent, reviews package 

for completeness. Complete packages are forwarded to the Architectural Control Committee; 

incomplete packages are returned to Applicant with a written description of deficiencies.  The 

Architectural Control Committee will not review incomplete submissions.  The forty five (45) 

day review period for proposed Improvements will not commence until a complete submittal 

has been acknowledged by Management. 

E. Neighbor Awareness: The intent of the Impacted Neighbor Notification Statement form 

(Exhibit C) is to advise neighbors who own property adjacent to the Applicant’s residence of 

the Applicant’s proposed work in order to avoid potential conflicts. This will necessitate the 

Applicant requesting the signature of the Applicant’s neighbor(s) adjoining the property. An 

Application will not be considered complete until the neighbor awareness condition has been 

satisfied. Notwithstanding the above, the Architectural Control Committee may consider an 

Application where the Applicant has contacted his neighbor(s) and the neighbor(s) has 

unreasonably refused to acknowledge the proposed work. A signature by the neighbor on the 

Exhibit C form does not constitute an approval by the neighbor, only an acknowledgement that 

the neighbor is aware of the proposed Improvements and has reviewed the Application and 

exhibits.  

F. Neighbor Protest: If an adjacent neighbor does not agree with the plans, he may protest to the 

Architectural Control Committee via written correspondence with the nature and/or reason of 

his concerns.  The Architectural Control Committee shall take reasonable concerns under 

advisement when considering an Application submittal.  Submission of a protest in no way 

guarantees that an Application will be denied or revised.  
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G. Appeals: In the event the plans and specifications submitted to the Architectural Control 

Committee are disapproved by the Committee, the party or parties making said submission may 

appeal in writing to the Board of Directors of the Association no later than thirty (30) days 

following the final decision of the Architectural Control Committee. Within 60 days following 

receipt of the request for appeal, the Board shall render a written decision.  The failure of the 

Board to render a decision within the 60-day period shall be deemed a denial. If the Board of 

Directors is acting as the Architectural Control Committee, no appeal will be granted.  

H.  Variances: A variance may be granted only where unreasonable hardship, safety or other 

extraordinary circumstances such as topography, location of property lines, location of trees, 

configuration of Lots or other matters permit the Board of Directors, by vote or written consent 

of a majority of the members thereof, to allow reasonable variances as to any guidelines, 

covenants, conditions or restrictions contained in the Declaration (CC&R’s) under the 

jurisdiction of  the Board, on such terms and conditions as it shall require; provided, however, 

that all such variances shall be in keeping with the general plan or improvement and 

development.  

I. Fee Requirements With Submittal  

Application Type Review 

Fee1 

Construction 

Deposit2 

New Home (Major Architectural 

Improvements which also require grading 

permits due to the amount of soil being 

displaced.) 

$1,000 $5,000 

Major Architectural: (e.g. room additions, 

extensive exterior elevation renovations, or 

cumulative application of Moderate 

Architectural items, etc.) 

$600 $3,000 

Moderate Architectural (e.g. individual 

applications for attached patio covers, 

decks/deck enclosures or cumulative 

application of Minor Modification items, 

etc.) 

$250 $500 

Major Landscape (e.g. front and rear 

hardscape/landscape or cumulative 

application of Moderate Landscape items, 

etc.) 

$600 $500 

Moderate Landscape (e.g. front or rear 

yard only, individual applications for 

driveways, spas, fountains, gazebos, arbors, 

garden walls, etc. 

$250  $500 

Minor Modification (e.g. garage door 

replacement, front door, light fixtures, tree 

replacement, painting, roofing, new door, 

solar panels or window installations, etc.) 

$0 $0 
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1 Review fees are to be used to pay for administrative services, professional consultant services 

such as, but not limited to, architect, landscape architect, geotechnical and/or civil engineers 

depending on Improvements shown on the plans.  

After initial submission, the homeowner is entitled to one resubmission at no additional cost. 

Additional reviews will require additional fees. The fee includes a final site review by a 

licensed professional. Any unused deposit fees for New Homes and Major Architectural 

submittals will be returned to the Applicant. Applicant’s requiring more than 2 reviews or 

requiring additional consulting services will be required to replenish the Review Deposit before 

additional reviews will be conducted.2 During the time of construction, it is essential that the 

appearance of The Village be maintained in an attractive condition and that all roads be kept 

clean and clear of debris. In order to ensure that this is done, a Construction Deposit will be 

required. After the approval of Working Drawings but prior to the start of construction the Lot 

Owner will be required to submit a non-interest bearing refundable deposit to the Association 

in cash or in the form of an acceptable bond. 

This deposit will be held by the Association until a satisfactory Notice of Completion review 

has been concluded.  

This deposit is to be used only for the following purposes: 

1.  To pay for actual costs incurred by the Association to clean up excess trash and debris 

allowed to accumulate on the owner’s lot or surrounding lots caused by the actions of 

the Owner, the Owner’s contractor or subcontractors if within 72 hours written notice, 

the Owner does not cause the excess trash or debris to be removed.  

2.  To pay actual costs incurred by the Association to correct damage to the Association’s 

property caused by the Lot Owner, the Owner’s contractor or subcontractors if not 

corrected within 7 days written notice. Such costs can include the Association's 

architect, consultant or attorney’s fees, repairing damage to Association property 

caused by the Owner’s contractors, or in bringing the Owner into compliance with 

the Declaration, Architectural Guidelines or municipal ordinances. 

Should the Association be required to use all or a portion of the deposit for the aforementioned 

purposes, the owner will be required to supply the funds necessary to restore the deposit 

account up to the required level within 7 days written notice from the Association. Should the 

Lot owner wish to appeal any charges made to the deposit account, a written appeal stating the 

reasons for the appeal must be submitted to the Board of Directors of the Association. This 

appeal will be considered at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Directors. 

Within seven (7) days of the meeting of the Board of Directors in which the appeal has been 

considered, the Board will inform the Lot owner in writing of the results of the appeal. Within 

thirty (30) days of the satisfactory Notice of Completion review the Association will refund any 

unused portion of the construction deposit with an explanation of any changes made to the 

deposit account.  

J. Failure to Submit Plans: Failure to submit proposed plans, or obtaining the necessary 

approval from the Architectural Control Committee or failing to complete the Improvements in 

conformity with the plans and specifications approved by the Architectural Control Committee, 
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may constitute a violation of the Declaration or Guidelines and may require modifications or 

removal of any work of improvement at the Homeowner's expense. Failure by the Owner to 

perform such modification or removal when requested by the Association may subject the 

Owner to legal action by the Association to compel the Owner’s compliance.  

K. Notice of Completion: Within thirty (30) days following the completion of the Improvements 

as indicated on the "Approved" copy of the plans and specifications, the owner/applicant shall 

send Notice of Completion (Exhibit D) to the Architectural Control Committee and request 

final inspection and approval. Any member or agent of the Architectural Control Committee 

may, within sixty (60) days thereafter, at any reasonable hour and upon reasonable notice, enter 

and inspect the subject property as to the completion of the Improvement. 

L. Time Period: Work shall continue diligently in a scheduled manner. If delays are encountered, 

the Applicant must make a written request for an extension of the approval, citing the reasons 

for delay and the approximate time for continuing and completing the Improvement. Unless 

extensions are granted in writing or Improvements are required to be accelerated as part of a 

compliance action, substantial construction shall commence within three (3) months of 

Architectural Control Committee Approval and or County Approval (not before) and shall be 

completed, with Notice of Completion filed with the Association, within twenty-four (24) 

months for new homes including completed landscape, twelve (12) months for major 

remodeling, six (6) months for minor Improvements and other work. If the work is not 

completed and such Notice of Completion is not filed within the stipulated time, the 

Architectural Control Committee may issue a thirty-day notice to remedy. If the work is not 

completed within thirty days, the Architectural Control Committee may forward the issue for 

enforcement by the Board. 

 

Starting and stopping work for extended periods of time is not acceptable. A project which 

is partially completed and stopped for any reason is potentially subject to fines unless the 

Applicant contacts the Association and submits plans for "Standing Still". The 

Owner/Applicant must prepare the property in order to protect the surrounding properties 

from erosion or damage or unsightly conditions. Such work shall begin immediately upon 

approval of plans for Standing Still by the Association. This approval will be good for (90) 

days; with extensions granted at the discretion of the Association.  
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Section III: Submission Standards: 

The Applicant reviews the Architectural Guidelines and prepares plans depicting the proposed new 

Improvements.  To expedite the approval of submitted Application packages, they must include at a 

minimum each of the items detailed in the following information.  Application packages that do not 

contain required details may be returned incomplete and will require re-submittal. 

Plans submitted for review shall be drawn at the minimum scales listed below: 

Site Plan / Plot Plan / Grading Plan at 1”=10’ or 1/8” = 1’-0” 

Roof Plan at 1/4” = 1’-0) 

Floor Plan at 1/4” = 1’-0) 

Elevations at 1/4” = 1’-0) 

Sections at 1/4” = 1’-0) 

Fence and Wall Plans at 1/8” = 1’-0) 

Landscape Plans (including hardscape) at 1/8" = 1'-0" 

All Application submissions for Architectural Control Committee review shall include, where 

applicable, the following:  

• Completed Application 

• Review Fee (unless deemed a Minor Modification) 

• Construction Deposit (Unless deemed a Minor Modification) 

• Neighbor Notification form (Unless deemed a Minor Modification) 

• Signed General Conditions of Approval form 

 

A. New Homes / Additions / Remodels / Exterior Modification: 

 

Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description of materials to be used and where (specifications). 

Accurately scaled and dimensioned floor plans, roof plans and exterior elevations of the 

proposed and existing structures. Existing structures may be illustrated with photos. Exterior 

elevations are to illustrate gutters and downspouts, windows, doors, finishes and other 

architectural features.  

• Floor area calculations of the existing and proposed work including total lot coverage as a 

percentage 

• Staked property lines for review by the Committee 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan / plot plan / grading plan llustrating the 

location of existing and proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

 

1. Include a profile of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to clarify their proximity to 

proposed Improvements. 

2. Include property line locations and dimensions, Patio Areas and easement location(s). 

3. Fences / walls and gates 

4. Existing and proposed drainage system as well as current slope / drainage pattern and grades. 

5. Lighting type and location 

6. All required setbacks 

7. Color photos of the existing home or empty Lot and adjacent properties. Photocopies are not 

acceptable.  
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B. Exterior Color (if deviating from pre-approved color schemes) and Finishes (Painting and 

Siding): 

• Selection from pre-approved color schemes or submission of a customize paint color 

selection.  

Three (3) sets of the following: 

• Paint chip samples describing where paint will be used (trim, siding, door, etc.) 

• Exterior photos identifying where color will be applied or digitally rendered photo using 

coloring software 

• Exterior photos of adjacent homes. Photocopies are not acceptable  

Note: Adjacent homes (next door) may not have the same color palette. See page 24 for additional 

clarification.  

C. Roofing/ Skylights / Solar Panels: 

Three (3) sets of the following: 

• Sample or color photos and literature of roofing materials 

• If adding skylights, provide literature describing and illustrating the skylights. Provide an 

accurately scaled roof plan showing the exact size and location of the skylights. 

• If providing solar panels, provide literature describing and illustrating the solar panels. 

Provide and accurately scaled plan showing the location of the proposed panels and support 

equipment.  

D. Window / Door Replacement: 

Three (3) sets of the following: 

• Sample or color photos and literature of window / door materials clearly identified 

• Floor Plan showing the location of proposed window / door replacement 

• Photos of exterior of home 

E. Garage Door Replacement:  

Three (3) sets of the following: 

• Photo of the existing garage door 

• Color photos or literature of proposed door with materials and colors identified 

F. Fences / Walls / Gates: 

Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description of materials to be used and where. 

• Accurately scaled and dimensioned elevations or brochure illustrations of the proposed and 

existing fences / walls or gates. Existing fences / walls or gates may be illustrated with 

photos. 

• Paint or stain samples if the fence / wall or gate is to be painted or stained. 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan illustrating the location of existing and 

proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

1. Include a profile of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to clarify their proximity to 

proposed Improvements. 

2. Include property line locations and easement location(s) 

3. Proposed and existing fences / walls / gates and guardrails 
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4. Lighting type and location (if any) 

5. All required setbacks 

G. Landscape / Hardscape: 

Three (3) sets of the following: 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan illustrating the location of existing and 

proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

1. Include a profile (illustrated on site plan) of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to 

clarify their proximity to proposed Improvements. 

2. Include property line locations and easement location(s). 

3. All proposed and existing sidewalks and planters. 

4. Description of materials to be used and where (specifications and color photos of all 

proposed materials). Including pavers, stone, pottery, etc.  

5. Description and layout of proposed and existing plants and trees. The description should 

specify common and botanical names and identify the installed container size of plants and 

trees at maturity. See FORM – EXHIBIT F for recommended plant materials.  

6. Existing and proposed sprinkler / irrigation system. 

7. Existing and proposed drainage system as well as current slope / drainage pattern and grades. 

8. Existing and proposed shade structure(s), arbors, gazebos, trellis, stairs, pools, spas, 

ornamental rock features and other features. (including design details). 

9. Roof plans and elevations of proposed structures. 

10. Fireplace, BBQ grille and or fire pit location and type (including design details). 

11. Lighting type and location (catalogue sheets). 

12. Walls and fences. 

13. All required setbacks. 

H. Shade Structure / Awnings / Arbors / Gazebos / Play Houses / Patio Roofs: 

Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description of materials to be used and where (specifications) 

• Accurately scaled and dimensioned elevations of the proposed and existing structures. 

Existing structures may be illustrated with photos 

• Paint and material samples 

• Floor area calculations of the existing and proposed work including total lot coverage as a 

percentage 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan illustrating the location of existing and 

proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

1. Include a profile of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to clarify their proximity to 

proposed Improvements. 

2. Include property line locations and easement location(s). 

3. Lighting type and location. 

4. All required setbacks. 

I. Fireplaces / Fire Pits / Outdoor Kitchens  

Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description of materials to be used and where (specifications) 
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• Accurately scaled and dimensioned elevations of the proposed and existing structures. 

Existing structures may be illustrated with photos 

• Paint and material samples 

• Floor area calculations of the existing and proposed work including total lot coverage as a 

percentage only if the Improvements are roofed / covered 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan illustrating the location of existing and 

proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

1. Include a profile of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to clarify their proximity to 

proposed Improvements. 

2. Include property line locations and easement location(s). 

3. Lighting type and location. 

4. All required setbacks. 

J. Spas, Pools and Water Features: 

Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description of materials to be used and where.  

• Accurately scaled and dimensioned spa / fountain plans. 

• Accurately scaled and dimensioned elevations of proposed and existing structures to support 

the new spa, pool or fountain. Existing structures may be illustrated with photos. 

• Color, composition and height of new fences or walls 

• Pump and filter data and noise control measures 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan illustrating the location of existing and 

proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

1. Include a profile of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to clarify their proximity to 

proposed Improvements 

2. Spa, pool and fountain location 

3. Include property line locations and easement location(s) as applicable. 

4. Location and height of new walls or fence required to support the spa / pool / fountain 

installation. 

5. Pump and filter equipment location and noise rating 

6. Solar panels or collectors 

7. Lighting type and location 

8. All required setbacks 

K. Air Conditioning: 

• Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description of equipment to be used including data on decibel levels 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan illustrating the location of existing and 

proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

1. Include a profile of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to clarify their proximity to 

proposed Improvements. 

2. Equipment location and required setbacks. 
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L. Noncommercial Flags, Banners and Signs: 

• Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description, size and quantity of flags, banners or signs to be installed and method of 

support 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan and photographs illustrating the location of 

proposed flag, banner or sign placement 

M. Sports / Play Equipment: 

• Completed Application 

• Neighbor Notification form (unless deemed a Minor Modification) 

• Review Fee 

• Construction Deposit (unless deemed a Minor Modification) 

• Signed General Conditions of Approval form 

Three (3) set of the following: 

• Description of materials to be used and where.  

• Accurately scaled and dimensioned site plans showing the proposed location 

• Accurately scaled and dimensioned elevations of proposed and existing structures to support 

the equipment / court. Existing structures may be illustrated with photos. 

• Color, composition and height of new fences, walls or landscape screening 

• An accurately scaled and dimensioned site plan illustrating the location of existing and 

proposed Improvements as well as the following: 

1. Include a profile of applicants home as well as adjacent homes to clarify their proximity to 

proposed Improvements. 

2. Equipment location 

3. Include property line locations and top of slope location(s) as applicable. 

4. Location and height of new walls or fence required to support the equipment installation. 

5. Lighting type and location. 

6. All required setbacks. 
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Section IV: Site Development Guidelines: 

A. Architectural Character: The Village is a unique and special living environment where the 

monotony of thematic suburban design and uniformity is discouraged. Architecture and 

landscape are designed to rest gently in the natural setting. Generous greenbelts and natural 

open space held in common by the Association are a defining amenity of the community. 

Streets and building sites are designed to complement and blend with the natural 

topography. Suburban amenities such as formally engineered curbs, sidewalks, gutters and 

street lighting are purposefully omitted to minimize the impact to nature.  

These Architectural Guidelines are intended as a tool to assist Homeowners and design 

professionals in understanding and perpetuating the design philosophy of non-stylized rural 

housing customized for a rural setting. Rural design encourages the use of roughhewn 

materials and simple architectural forms and details with one of kind solutions for a 

particular Lot. Placement and shape of the dwelling and any accessory structures must blend 

with the natural topography of the Lot, neighboring homes and open space. Fences and walls 

are discouraged to prevent the clear definition of property boundaries and restricted physical 

and visual access to the Common Areas. The Village is a "Dark Sky" rural community. 

Uncontrolled and excessive lighting of streets, gardens and homes is discouraged.  

These Architectural Guidelines are intended to challenge each resident to achieve a custom 

design that addresses what is unique to their specific Lot, while honoring the design 

philosophy of The Village.  

 

Below are general guidelines for building materials, form and details which are expressive 

of the Community’s architectural character; and which will be used by the Committee in 

reviewing plans and specifications for compatibility with the architectural character of the 

community.  

 

 Compliance with the Guidelines shall not be in lieu of Committee approval or selectively 

applied by the Applicant. Compliance with the Guidelines shall be determined by the 

Committee as part of the review process. 

  

 1. Heights: 

 

  a.  New Homes:  Maximum height of any residence shall not exceed standards set 

by the County of Orange and are limited to no greater than 35 feet above the 

natural / original grade. Chimneys may be no taller than the Building Code 

minimum height.  

  b. Accessory Structures: Maximum height of other structures including patio 

structures, trellises and gazebos shall be limited to twelve (12) feet in height 

above natural / original grade with a maximum wall plate height of 8 feet or no 

greater than the existing first floor plate height. All portions of proposed 

structures that are decorative and exceed the height limit are subject to special 

review and may not be approved.  
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 2. Setbacks: Minimum setback standards for the community are established by the 

County of Orange in conformance with the applicable Building and Zoning Codes with 

additional criteria established below by the Committee. When setbacks, established by 

the Committee and the County, are in conflict, the most restrictive shall apply. These 

standards affect all Improvements including dwellings, garages, pools, recreation 

facilities, parking areas, awnings, patio covers, balconies, stairs and decks. In the case 

of irregularly shaped Lots or Flag Lots, the Architectural Control Committee may 

establish front, side and rear yard setbacks, consistent with the approved minimum 

guidelines, to allow alternative positioning of the Improvement. All setbacks are 

measured / established from property lines. Where property lines are not clearly 

distinguishable, survey monuments are required.  

 

 To promote a varied streetscape, no more than two adjacent structures may have the 

same front setback. The minimum variation of setback between structures shall be 5 

feet.  

        

 Repetition in design, consistent front yard setbacks and under landscaped yards similar 

to the illustrations above is to be avoided.  

Structure Minimum Setbacks in Feet 

from Property Lines 

Front Yard  

Dwelling  15 (See Paragraph 2 above) 

Front Entry Garage 20 (See Paragraph 2 above) 

Side Entry Garage 10 

Balconies, Bay Windows, Eaves, Fireplace, Exterior 

Stairs to Dwelling (as part of dwelling) 

10 

Pools, Spas, Barbeques, Outdoor Kitchens, Fire Pits Not Permitted in Front Yard 

Fences, Walls and Hedges See Paragraph 11 below – 

Fences, Walls and Hedges 

Interior (adjacent to another Lot) Side Yard  

Dwelling, Garages, Unenclosed Patio Covers and 

Accessory Buildings 

5 

Eaves 3.5 

Fireplaces (as or part of an Accessory Structure) See Paragraph 33 below – 

Fireplaces/Fire Pits 

Unroofed Balconies, Bay Windows, Open Stairways, 3.5 
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Fireplace (as part of dwelling) and Architectural Features 

Pools, Spas, Barbeques, Outdoor Kitchens, Fire Pits 5 

Fences, Walls and Hedges See Paragraph 11 below 

– Fences, Walls and 

Hedges 

Exterior (adjacent to a Street or Common Area) Side Yard  

Dwelling, Garages, and Accessory Buildings 8 

Eaves 6.5 

Fireplaces (as or part of an Accessory Structure) See Paragraph 32 below 

– Fireplaces/Fire Pits 

Unroofed Balconies, Bay Windows, Open Stairways, 

Fireplace (as part of dwelling) and Architectural Features 

6.5 

Unenclosed Patio Covers and Uncovered Raised Decks 6.5 

Covered Raised Decks 8 

Pools, Spas, Barbeques, Outdoor Kitchens, Fire Pit 8 

Fences, Walls and Hedges See Paragraph 11 below 

– Fences, Walls and 

Hedges 

Rear Yard  

Dwellings 20 

Accessory Structures 5 when adjacent to 

Common Area 

Balconies, Open Stairways and Architectural Features 10 

Unenclosed Patio Covers and Uncovered Raised Decks 5 

Covered Raised Decks 10 

Pools, Spas, Barbeques, Outdoor Kitchens, Fire Pits 5 

Fences, Walls and Hedges See Paragraph 11 below 

– Fences, Walls and 

Hedges 

Fireplaces (as or part of an Accessory Structure) See Paragraph 32 below 

– Fireplaces/Fire Pits 

 3. Lot Area Coverage: The maximum lot area coverage of any residential Lot shall not 

exceed 45%. Dwellings, roof patio covers, garages and roofed accessory structures will 

be included in the calculations. 

   To encourage interesting building massing, each floor must have significant variations 

in the floor area. Homes which stack floor area without variation in the mass will not be 

approved. To encourage enclosed parking, a 200 square foot credit will be applied for 

each garage space beyond 2 cars. Below grade parking not visible from the street, 

adjacent properties or Common Area will not be calculated in the lot area coverage. 

4. Grading and Drainage: Preservation of the existing grades and contours of the Lot 

are encouraged. All Lot grading must be based on a grading plan prepared by a 

registered civil engineer in conformance with County Grading and Excavation Code 

or Standards. 
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Plans must be submitted to the Architectural Control Committee for review and 

approval. All demolition, clearing, grubbing, stripping of soil, excavation, 

compaction, and grading must be completed within the Owner's Lot area in 

accordance with all applicable codes within the County. Stockpiling will not be 

permitted on Common Area without approval from the Board of Directors. 

Community landscape areas must be protected during all construction operations 

through the use of approved fencing or other barriers. Adequate provision must be 

made to prevent any surface waters from damaging excavations, public or private 

property, or excavated and/or filled slopes both during and after construction. 

 

A construction fence (chain link with dark green vinyl mesh) must be installed 

around the perimeter of the Lot during construction. Portable toilets and dumpsters 

must be screened within this fence. If lumber or other packaged construction material 

is unloaded in the street, then the street access must not be blocked and safety 

warning devices must be installed while materials are being unloaded. The maximum 

length of time that materials may be unloaded in the street is eight (8) hours. 

Unpackaged materials, such as sand and soil, may not be unloaded in the street. 

Stockpiling on the street will not be permitted.  

 

Surface drainage of paved areas must be a minimum 0.5 percent for concrete 

surfaces and 2 percent for rough surfaces such as stone. Pool decks must slope at 

least 0.5 percent away from the pool coping toward drain inlets. Surface drainage of 

landscape areas, as well as planted swales, must be a minimum of 2 percent. Lots 

unable to meet the minimum surface drainage requirements must use a subsurface 

drainage system with drain inlets at adequate intervals. Subsurface drains and gutters 

must connect to the Lot drainage system and discharge into an engineered system 

such as rip-rap. All drains must use approved inlets with appropriate grates. The 

minimum slope for the drains is 1 percent. All drain pipes must be a minimum of 

rigid poly-vinyl chloride, 1000 lb. crush strength or equivalent. Solvent welds must 

be used to secure all joints per the manufacturer's specifications. 

 5. Garages: Each home must have no less than 2 enclosed vehicle parking spaces. There 

shall be no more than 4 enclosed vehicle parking spaces when the spaces are visible to 

the street. Once constructed, garages shall not be converted into livable area or a use 

which will not accommodate vehicle parking. Garages shall be maintained for vehicle 

parking. Carports are permitted but may be used for storage of registered automobiles 

or motorcycles only and must be an integral extension of the architecture. Carports are 

not to be used for material storage. There must be at least 2 enclosed garage spaces for 

every carport. Garages shall be enclosed with an operable door of wood or steel 

construction and with architectural detail or a raised panel design consistent with the 

Architecture of the home. Doors of a solid flush panel design and no architectural relief 

will not be approved. Garage doors must be a color complimentary to the color scheme 

of the home. 
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6. Exterior Building Walls: Material used on the exterior building walls shall be 

consistent on all elevations of a residence in order to achieve a uniform appearance. The 

main dwelling, garden walls and accessory structures shall be visually unified by use of 

common materials to provide order and coherent intent. Materials and composition 

shall be as follows: 

a. Wood, board formed unpainted concrete and rusted or natural steel siding is to 

be the predominant exterior surface with stucco, brick (excluding Roman brick), 

masonry or stone accents.  

b. Wood siding may be shingles, shakes, unfinished, stained or painted rough 

sawn wood in horizontal, vertical, diagonal or board and batten pattern, 

manufactured wood siding or wood grained cementations siding planks.  

c. Large 4 foot by 8 foot sheets of plywood or cementations material sheets in all 

their variations of pattern and texture are prohibited.  

d. Shingles of any material other than wood or wood grained cementations 

materials are prohibited.   

e. Stone/brick/masonry accents may comprise up to thirty five percent (35%) of 

the exterior wall area on any one elevation. Stucco accents may comprise up to 

ten percent (10%) of the exterior wall surface along any one elevation.  

f. Enhanced finishes must be designed to wrap corners to appear to be integral 

to the house design, rather than as applied decoration or wallpaper on just one 

elevation.  

g. Columns designed to receive stone/brick/masonry veneer must be adequately 

sized in cross sectional proportion to appear as true stone/brick/masonry 

columns.  

h. Stone/brick/masonry veneer when used must be placed and designed to 

replicate the natural characteristics of stone. Cantilevered 

stone/brick/masonry veneer or veneer which does not extend to the ground is 

prohibited.  

i. All exposed masonry must be split faced. Precision block masonry is 

prohibited unless covered with stucco or stone veneer.  

 

j. Building features such as corbels, shade structure appendages, planters and 

pot shelves must be compatible with the color and design of the home.  

k. The color of downspouts and gutters must match the adjacent wall or trim 

color or be of decorative copper. Improvements which propose blank two-

story high walls with unbroken mass or exterior materials will not be 

approved.  
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Simple designs using forms and materials similar to those illustrated below should be 

considered: 

             
 

                    

Designs which introduce Tudor, Mediterranean and Spanish, Log Cabin or Modern design 

styles such as those illustrated below are prohibited: 

 

             
Tudor     Modern          Modern 

 

         
Mediterranean     Log Cabin    Spanish / Mediterranean 

 7. Reflective Finishes: No highly reflective finishes (other than glass, which may not be 

mirrored) shall be used on exterior surfaces (other than surfaces of hardware fixtures), 

including without limitation the exterior surfaces of any of the following:  roofs, all 

projections above roofs, retaining walls, doors, trim, fences, pipes, flues, equipment and 

paving. 

8. Windows and Doors: Window and door frames may be constructed of wood, PVC 

coated wood frames, vinyl, or aluminum. Window and door openings shall be placed 

with clear design intent and order. Glass tinting and leaded or stained glass windows are 

to be avoided. Mirrored glass, reflective glass film and plastic roll-up shades shall not 

http://www.viahouse.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/mountain-home-exterior-design.jpg
http://www.architectinterior.net/wp-content/uploads/2010/07/Contemporary-home-by-Kelly-Deck_1.jpg
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Cape+Cod+Housing+Images+photos&view=detail&id=9C73E5143C31F21340903C2F1A2208EEA694D44F&first=176
http://yourhomeonlybetter.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/09/capecodhome2.jpg
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be permitted. If windows are to be replaced, replacement windows must match the 

existing windows in frame color and frame profile and operation.  

 9. Chimneys as part of Dwelling (see also Section 2d – Fireplaces/Fire Pits for 

Accessory Use) 

  a. Heights: No chimney may extend higher than the minimum height as required 

by the Building Code of the County of Orange 

  b. Flashing:  All chimney flashing must be colored to match the integral or 

applied color of the chimney or be made of copper.  

  c. Spark Arrestor: Spark arrestor and chimney flue terminations shall be 

screened with a decorative shroud.  

 10. Roofs: Roof forms for homes, patio covers and accessory structures shall be shed or hip 

with a minimum pitch of 3/12 and a maximum pitch of 8/12. Roofing materials must be 

consistent on the dwelling and accessory structures. Pitched roof materials may be thick 

profile “High Definition” (three piece laminated) composition tile (clearly identified on 

the submitted specifications), standing seam metal, copper or concrete tile (shake or 

slate profile). Corrugated metal, mission tile, barrel tile, or roofing material evoking a 

Spanish or Mediterranean style is prohibited.  

  Minimal flat roof areas may be permitted on a case by case basis. When permitted, flat 

roof materials shall have mineral caps sheets with color to match the sloped roof 

material. Flat, gambrel, mansard and "period" style roofs, cornices and eaves are not 

permitted. Fascia, when used, must be consistent on all elevations of the dwelling and 

accessory structures.  

  11. Diverters/Downspouts/Gutters: Gutters and downspouts are required on dwellings 

and solid roofed accessory structures to control water run-off. Downspouts or similar 

items, when attached to the Dwelling or Accessory Structure shall be painted to match 

adjacent surfaces unless made of copper which is used for an architectural appearance. 

Gutters and downspouts shall drain directly into an engineered underground system by 

way of dedicated drain hubs for each downspout. Discharge of rainwater onto the Lot 

or Common Area without an engineered system for managing the water flow is 

prohibited.  

 12. Flashing, Sheet Metal and Vents:  All flashing, sheet metal, vent stacks and pipes 

shall be painted to match adjacent building surfaces. Larger flues such as a chimney 

flue must have a decorative metal shroud.  

 13. Solar Panels/Mechanical Devices: Notwithstanding any provision or restriction 

contained in the Declaration to the contrary, and in accordance with applicable state and 

federal laws, solar panels/mechanical devices may be installed within the project 

subject to prior written approval from the Architectural Control Committee. As part of 

said approval, the Architectural Control Committee will evaluate the design to ensure 

the solar panel /mechanical devices are placed on the roof in such a manner and 

location as to minimize the impact on adjacent properties and the streetscape. The 
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following minimum standards are to be followed:  

a. Solar panels shall be integrated into the roof design and parallel to the roof 

slope.  

b. Frames supporting solar collectors must be colored to match the roofing tiles 

and or screened with a decorative shroud  

c. Bronze or black frames are permitted whereas clear anodized aluminum, 

silver, white or other light colored aluminum frames are not permitted.  

d. Supporting equipment for solar energy and water systems must be screened 

or stored inside the structure.  

e. Electrical wiring must be housed in conduit painted to match the adjacent 

surface. 

 14. Sundecks: 

  a. Sundecks are not permitted on or over any portion of a roof. Heights will be 

limited to the existing living levels. Sundecks may not cover a disproportionate 

area of the lot. 

  b. Sundecks must be directly accessible from the adjacent interior living area level. 

Exterior stairs may also access the decks as approved by the Committee on a 

case by case basis. Spiral stairs are prohibited.  

 15. Antennae: Antennae are governed by applicable State and Federal laws and current 

FCC regulations.  Any permitted equipment must be approved by the Architectural 

Control Committee as to location, and screening from the streets, Common Areas and 

adjacent Lots. 

 16. Satellite Dish: Satellite dish installation will not be reviewed by the Architectural 

Control Committee when the dish is less than 1 meter in diagonal dimension. 

Applicants must however comply with the following guidelines: 

a. Satellite dishes shall not be placed in the Common Area. 

b. Satellite dishes should be placed away from front yards or portions of the roof 

that face the front yard. 

c. Cabling is to be installed in straight lines under eaves or 

parallel with fascia and rain gutters. Vertical cable is to be installed adjacent 

to rain downspouts. Cable installation in the middle of stucco walls is to be 

avoided. Cable which is unsupported, draped or installed with efficiency 

rather than aesthetic care must be removed and reinstalled correctly. 

d. Cable and clips colors are to be similar in color to the 

adjacent surface of the structure. 

e. Provide reasonable screening of the dish from view by surrounding properties 

when the dish is located in the yard of a Lot.  Such screening shall be 

accomplished in order of priority by: 

i. Lowering the grade elevation of the pad supporting the dish such that 

the top of the dish shall not exceed the height of any existing opaque 
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perimeter Lot wall, fence or landscape screening. 

ii. Installing landscape materials around the dish to screen the dish from 

view. 

iii. Combination of the above. 

 17. Skylights: Skylights are to be designed as an integral part of the roof.  Their form, 

location, and color should be compatible with and relate to the building. Domed or 

pyramidal, white and bronze acrylic skylights are not permitted. Skylight form, 

location, and color must be compatible with the existing roof and installed in a neat 

and orderly manner. 

 18. Screen Doors and Security Bars: All screen doors, other than those provided as 

standard with sliding glass doors, must be approved by the Architectural Control 

Committee. Exterior security bars are prohibited. Security bars are to be placed on the 

interior of the home. 

 19. Exterior Colors: Color is intended to act as a primary theme-conveying element, and 

reflective of “The Village” styles. Colors designed to draw attention to the dwelling or 

accessory structures or which in the opinion of the Committee are inconsistent with the 

character of “The Village” will be denied. Exterior colors of buildings, fences, walls 

and structures as approved by the Architectural Control Committee for new 

construction, additions or alterations shall not be changed or altered without 

Architectural Control Committee approval.  

“The Village” Architectural Control Committee has selected pre-approved color 

schemes for the community. These color schemes are available for review online at the 

Dunn Edwards website as well as the Coto Valley Clubhouse. For solid/ semi-

transparent stain, see below: 

“The Village” at Coto de Caza Color Archive page may be accessed by placing the 

following address into your web browser:  

http://dunnedwards.com/Homeowners/ExploreColor/ColorTools/ColorArchive.aspx  

After the Color Archive page pops up you will be able to find “The Village” by 

typing in the City and State where the association is located. All of the Associations 

in Coto de Caza will pop up. Select “The Village” and then under sub-associations 

look for Approved Schemes.  

Use of a pre-approved color scheme will allow expedited review. Expedited review 

consists of the Applicant conveying (via-e-mail or US Postal) a completed Application 

to Management along with the proposed pre-approved color scheme and confirmation 

that the adjacent homes do not have similar or identical colors. Any change (including 

mixing and matching color schemes) from the pre-approved color schemes requires 

prior approval by the Architectural Control Committee and will not be considered for 

expedited review. 

If an unapproved color scheme or mixture of pre-approved color schemes is desired, 
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formal submission procedures as outlined in the Submission Standards section of this 

Guideline must be followed. Please note that monochromatic color schemes (i.e. all 

white) are not permitted.  

For homes with natural wood siding or trim, the Architectural Control Committee has 

pre-selected solid and semi-transparent stains from the Olympic (www.olympic.com) 

website.  

Unlike Dunn Edwards they do not store the color library for the Association. The pre-

selected colors are listed below: 

Solid Body Stain – Siding Solid Body – Trim 

Fawn Outside White 

Taupe Navajo White 

Cedar New Bark 

California Rustic Oxford Brown 

Monterey Gray Coffee 

Pewter Butternut 

Beige Gray Beachwood 

Chamois Russet 

Cape Cod Gray  

Stonehedge   

  

Semi-Transparent Stain - Siding  

700 - Sierra, 704 – Redwood, 705 - Russet, 

707 - Tobacco, 708 - Walnut, 711- Coffee ,  

713 – Oxford Brown, 714 – Dark Tahoe 

 

716 – Cedar Natural Tone , 717 – Redwood 

Natural Tone, 718 – Fir/Pine – Natural 

Tone, 723 – Avocado, 725- Dark Oak, 

726 – Light Mocha 

 

900- Outside White, 901- White Birch, 905 

– Cinder, 906 – Blueridge Grey, 910 - 

Mushroom, 911- Cap Cod Grey, 916 – 

Driftwood Grey, 917 – Weathered 

Barn Board 

 

THE PRESELECTION OF COLOR 

The pre-selection of color schemes by the Architectural Control Committee using the 

color libraries of paint or stain manufacturers is not intended as an endorsement of those 

manufacturers or a mandate to use the manufacturers product. The pre-selection is 

intended as nothing more than an aid in assisting Applicant’s in the selection of colors.  

 20. Accessory Structures: Accessory Structures must be consistent with the architecture of 

the dwelling and will be considered in the Lot Area Coverage calculation if covered 

with a solid roof. 

http://www.olympic.com/
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   a. Accessory structures must integrate with the topography of the Lot. 

   b. Accessory structures materials and colors must match and be consistent with the 

dwelling. 

c. Accessory structure height, form and impact to neighbors and Common Area 

will be evaluated by the Committee consistent with the standards for a dwelling.   

  d.  Pre-manufactured gazebos, storage sheds and playhouses must be consistent 

with the architecture and materials of the dwelling.  

 e. Accessory structures may be required by the Committee to be screened with 

substantial landscaping. 

f. Accessory structures must comply with the Orange County Fire Authority 

(OCFA) requirements for design and materials and must be approved by the 

OCFA. Fire rated, non-combustible and ignition resistant materials may be 

required 

B. Landscape Character “The Village” is a unique and special living environment where 

generous greenbelts and natural open space held in common by the Association are a 

defining amenity of the community. Landscape designs (including hardscape) for individual 

Lots must reflect the character of the community and rest gently in the natural setting. 

Landscape should complement the architecture of the dwelling and be used to soften and 

shade blank vertical walls. Informal designs which complement and blend with the natural 

topography are encouraged while formal gardens with precise rows and monotonous order 

are discouraged. 

The landscape design must perpetuate the philosophy of non-stylized rural landscaping 

customized for a rural setting. Rural design encourages the use of roughhewn materials and 

simple forms and details. Fences and walls are discouraged to prevent the clear definition of 

property boundaries and restricted physical and visual access to the Common Areas. The 

Village is a "Dark Sky" rural community. Uncontrolled and excessive lighting of streets, 

driveways and gardens is prohibited.  

 

These Guidelines are intended to challenge each resident to achieve a custom design that 

addresses what is unique to their specific Lot and dwelling, while honoring the design 

philosophy of “The Village”. 

 

Below are general guidelines for materials, form and details which are expressive of the 

Community’s character; and which will be used by the Committee in reviewing plans and 

specifications for compatibility with the character of the community. 

Compliance with the Guidelines shall not be in lieu of Committee approval or selectively 

applied by the Applicant. Compliance with the Guidelines shall be determined by the 

Committee as part of the review process. 

1. Hardscape and Landscape Structures: Excessive hardscape is discouraged 

especially in the front yard.  The primary ground cover for non-hardscape areas is to be 

plant material. The plant material must cover a minimum of 80% of the landscape area 

within 1 year. Mulch, bark, rocks, gravel and pebbles are not to be the primary ground 
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cover.  

Hardscape may be installed over storm drains and sewer easement areas; however, the 

responsibility remains with the Lot Owner to remove and replace the hardscape if 

repairs are needed to the drain lines or sewers. 

a. Driveways, Paved Areas and Parking Pads: The driveway is a dominant 

element of the streetscape. The repetition of 20 foot wide driveways every 40 

feet would express a design character inconsistent with the rural character of 

“The Village”. Designs which minimize the driveway size and vary the driveway 

approach are encouraged. Driveways may be no larger than needed to convey a 

vehicle to the garage with an additional 4 feet to allow trash and walkway paths. 

No more than 2 feet can be added to each side of the driveway 

i. Parking pads (flat or level and clear areas designed to accommodate a 

vehicle) adjacent and parallel or perpendicular to the street (in the 

Common Area between the asphalt and the property line) or not part of 

the driveway are prohibited.  

ii. Parking pads when permitted in other areas away from the street and 

Common Area are to be natural in design using materials such as turf 

block with natural turf or wood chips that will minimize and or 

camouflage the appearance of hard impervious surfaces. Parking pads 

are prohibited in side yards.  

iii. Landscape borders adjacent to the street edge may be cobblestone or 

course pavers limited to a maximum of twelve (12) inches wide. 

Concrete landscape borders adjacent to the street edge are prohibited.  

iv. Semi-circular driveways must be softened and screened from the street 

with landscape planting. Semi-circular driveways may be no larger than 

needed to accommodate vehicle circulation. Visual relief from 

monolithic driveway surfaces by using materials in combination with 

variations in pattern, texture and color are encouraged.  

v. All driveways and exterior paved surface areas exposed to streets and 

Common Areas shall be one of the following: 

    Masonry units (stone, brick or concrete pavers) 

    Textured concrete 

    Exposed aggregate in concrete 

    Heavy wood timbers 

    Decomposed granite (free of weeds at all times) 

    Turf block and natural turf 

    Combinations of the above 

In no case shall precision / polished or high gloss stone / tile materials be 

approved in front or side yard areas visible from the streets. See Exhibit J for 
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Driveway to Street Standard Details. 

b. Fences, Walls, Tubular Steel and Hedges: The most important contribution to 

the character of “The Village” is the lack of fences, walls and hedges. Fences 

and walls are not encouraged. Hedges are not to be used to define the property 

boundaries. Hedges when placed in the front or side yard facing streets are to be 

maintained at a maximum of 3 feet high and may not obstruct the line of sight 

of vehicles. When fences or walls are necessary for safety, screening or 

retaining the following shall apply:  

i. Fences and walls should be integrated with the topography and 

landscape inherent with the Lot to become an extension of the 

surrounding environment. Fences and walls must be setback from 

property lines to allow landscape screening. Long continuous lines of 

fences or walls are not permitted. Fences and walls shall be designed in 

a natural non-linear alignment.  

ii. Fences and walls shall not exceed five (5) feet in height. Fences, walls 

and hedges which will abut any existing wall or fence shall not exceed 

the height of the existing wall or fence, unless otherwise required by 

Building Codes for protection of swimming pools or spas. Where 

required for pools or spas, safety fences should be placed at the edge of 

the pool not the edge of property lines.  

iii. The height of all fences and walls shall be measured vertically from the 

average finished grade at the base of the fence or wall.  Tops of all 

fencing and walls installed on level ground shall be level.  Tops of 

fencing and walls installed on slopes, where permitted, may be parallel 

with the slope or stepped. 

iv. Fences and walls are not permitted in the front yard within 6 feet of the 

front wall of the dwelling or garage except in the case of a retaining 

wall. When retaining walls are required, a planting area will be provided 

adjacent to the wall to allow landscape screening of the wall. 

v. Structural framing and/or unfinished sides of fences or walls shall not 

be exposed to any public right-of-way, Common Area or other Lot. 

vi. All tubular steel is to be metalized or powderized prior to applying 

finish color to prolong the life of the material. All tubular steel is to be 

painted black, aged bronze or another dark color. Homeowners are 

responsible for periodic painting of tubular steel to maintain the 

appearance.  

vii. Side yard gates, fences or walls that enclose or screen trash, 

equipment or utility areas must be of solid opaque construction with 

material in harmony with the architecture of the dwelling. Gates, 

fences or walls that enclose or screen trash, equipment or utility areas 



SITE DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES - IV 

 Coto de Caza Community Association - The Village 

27 

 

are to be setback a minimum of 6 feet from the back of the home or 

neighbor’s home whichever is furthest setback from the rear property 

line. See the illustration below:  
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Some examples of acceptable wall and fence variations, when required, are illustrated 

below: 

               
 

c. Pools, Spas, Hot Tubs, Ponds and Fountains: Some of the yards within “The 

Village” may be sufficiently large to accommodate a pool and/or spa, pond or 

fountain. When constructed they must comply with the following guidelines: 

i. Pools, spas, ponds and fountains shall be placed to minimize the impact 

(sound and sight) to adjacent properties. 

ii. Code mandated safety fencing is to be minimized and screened with 

evergreen landscape materials. Fences and walls must be setback from 

property lines to allow landscape screening. Long continuous lines of 

fences or walls are not permitted. Fences and walls shall be designed in 

a natural non-linear alignment. 

iii. All accessory equipment (pumps and filters), except solar collector 

panels, shall be located, screened, or recessed in such a manner so as not 

to be viewed from any Lot. Sound attenuation shall conform to the 

standards and details of the County of Orange. 

iv. Heaters shall be low profile in configuration. 

v. Fountains shall be simple, consistent with the architecture of the home 

and community and integrated into the landscape. When placed in the 

front yard, fountains shall be limited to 42 inches in height and may not 

be a designed or placed as a prominent feature or focal point.  

vi.   The Committee may consider reduced setbacks for pools, spas and 

fountains if they are recessed or integrated into the topography of the 

Lot to sufficiently screen them from adjacent properties and Common 

Area. 

d. Fireplaces/Fire Pits: Outdoor fireplaces, fire pits, or other similar items are 

permitted but must conform to the following: 

i. Outdoor fireplaces, fire pits and other similar devices must be natural 

or propane gas burning only. Solid burning fuels (wood) are 

prohibited due to State of California air quality standards. 

ii. Outdoor fireplaces, fire pits and other similar devices must be setback 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Photos+of+stone+walls&view=detail&id=4CA4C45B438071F0B51CAA05309165F41FF1EF03&first=220
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Photos+of+fences&view=detail&id=768B0F842929D967B07EC0EA6A26F5D29430EA7A&first=72
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from any property line, perimeter fence/wall and/or top of slope a 

minimum of 5 feet  

iii. Outdoor fireplaces, fire pits, fire bowls and other similar devices may 

not be placed in front yards.  

iv. Outdoor fireplaces are limited to 8 feet in height above the original 

grade including the decorative chimney cap.  

v. Outdoor fireplaces that are attached to a patio cover or Accessory 

Structure may be constructed to a maximum height 2 feet above the 

maximum ridge height of the structure, however; an attached chimney 

which is 8 feet high or taller must be setback a minimum of 10 feet 

from the property line. To reduce the visual impact, evergreen plant 

material must be provided to screen the chimney.  

e. Playground Equipment: Playground equipment may not be placed in 

Common Areas or streets. Playground equipment in the front yard will be 

reviewed on a case-by-case basis if Lot configuration or topography does not 

permit the placement of the equipment in the rear yard. 

i. Playground Structures: Playground equipment with raised platforms 

and swings and slide must be made of wood, brown or green in color, 

and not exceed 12 feet in height. Playground equipment may only be 

placed on the Owner’s Lot and must be screened from Adjacent Lots 

and Common Area with landscape screening. All playground equipment 

must be maintained. Any equipment that is in disrepair and or rotting, 

will be considered a violation and must be repaired or removed.  

ii. Basketball Backboards: No permanently attached basketball 

backboard or other sports equipment shall be constructed or maintained 

on any Lot, so as to be visible from any other Lot or street within the 

properties. Without exception portable basketball backboards or other 

sports equipment are not permitted on the streets or Common Areas, 

however portable basketball backboards may be erected and maintained 

on driveways. Basketball backboards are to be maintained in a working 

and attractive manner. 

iii. Trampolines: Trampolines may only be placed on the Owner’s Lot and 

must be screened from adjacent Lots and Common Area with landscape 

screening.  

iv. Other Recreational Items: The Architectural Control Committee may 

consider privacy and possible detriment to other Lots when reviewing 

proposed outside recreational items or activity areas.  Such review may 

also include potential noise and light intrusion.  

2. Irrigation: Irrigation systems are required for all landscape areas to assure the health 

and longevity of plantings. Irrigation systems must be designed to avoid overspray 
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onto streets, driveways, sidewalks and adjacent properties. Systems must be designed 

to maximize water conservation by minimizing evaporation and overspray. Systems 

must be zoned to consider varying environmental conditions such as sun, shade, 

soils, terrain, percolation rates, erosion control and wind. Systems must be tailored to 

he water requirements of the plant material.  

3. Planting: The landscape planting plays a significant role in establishing The Village’s 

distinctive character. The climate of Southern California encourages a rich variety of 

plant materials, colors and textures. Homeowners must refrain from the desire to 

introduce horticultural menageries or manicured suburban gardens which are 

inconsistent with the character of a rural community. Layers of planting are to be used 

to soften building masses and integrate architectural forms and reinforce the 

architectural character.  

  The landscape philosophy is to create an evergreen community framework within 

which understated use of color from plants are utilized as accents at individual Lots, 

and to promote overall consistency to strengthen the landscape concept. Consideration 

should be given to the native, invasive or fire resistant nature of the material selected. 

Recommended plant lists have been provided as part of these Guidelines along with a 

list of known invasive plants. Homeowners should also reference the Orange County 

Fire Authority “Vegetation Management Technical Design Guideline” for best 

practices in reducing fire danger. 

a. Planting and Removal 

i. Planting schemes which use palm trees of any size or tropical themes (bird 

of paradise, banana trees, bamboo, etc.) are not permitted. 

ii. Front yards are to have a minimum of three (3) substantial trees (24” 

box size) too compliment the dwelling. On a case-by-case basis, the 

Committee will consider two (2) trees if the Lot size is too small to 

support the minimum number required. Citrus and fruit trees do not 

fulfill this requirement and may not be placed in the front yard. Formal 

patterns and alignment are to be avoided. Overcrowding of trees and 

creating a solid hedge of trees is to be avoided. 

iii. No trees or shrubs shall be planted or installed until plans and 

specifications have been approved by the Architectural Control 

Committee. The plans must show the proposed sizes, locations, 

elevations and heights at maturity of the trees and shrubs and ground 

covers. Architectural Control Committee approval will be denied if the 

Architectural Control Committee reasonably determines that the passage 

of light or air to any Lot would be unreasonably impeded by the location 

of any tree or shrub. 

iv. The Architectural Control Committee shall have the right, but not the 

obligation, to require any Owner to remove, trim, or prune any tree or 

shrub which in the reasonable belief of the Architectural Control 
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Committee unreasonably impedes the passage of light or air of any Lot 

and to shape and thin trees for wind resilience and appearance. Trees 

located in the rear yard may not exceed thirty five (35) feet in height.  

v. In addition to selecting landscape plants based upon aesthetic 

characteristics, consideration must be given to relative drought 

tolerance, solar aspect and soil type within “The Village”.  

Recommended trees, shrubs and ground cover and turf are listed on the 

attached Exhibit F. Others may be used upon approval of the 

Architectural Control Committee. 

vi. All trees planted within 5 feet of hardscape (walkways, driveways, etc.) 

shall have a root barrier device installed adjacent to hardscape areas.  

Trees with invasive root systems or considered an invasive species will 

not be approved. 

vii. Many plant and tree varieties grow to proportions that are not 

compatible with the size of individual Lots within the community or 

may have specific inherent problems such as invasiveness. See Exhibit 

F for a list of recognized invasive trees and plant species.  

viii. Trees shall be placed to minimize or prevent overhang of the canopy 

into adjacent private property. 

ix. Lot Owner’s assumes all liability and responsibility for any root damage 

from trees planted in their yards (including but not limited to fencing, 

walls and structures, utility lines, drainage, and to adjacent neighbor 

Improvements). 

x. Lot Owner’s must provide routine maintenance for all trees including, 

but not limited to, annual pruning and lacing. If trees are deemed a 

nuisance by the AC, the Lot Owner shall bear the expense of tree 

removal.  

xi. In no case are trees to be topped or formed into unnatural shapes. The 

Association, upon request, will share a list of approved vendors for 

trimming trees.  

xii. Trees and shrubs may not be installed over storm drain or sewer 

easement areas.  

xiii. All planting shall be irrigated with automatic irrigation systems to 

assure survival. 

xiv. Tree and shrubs shall not be removed without approval of the 

Committee. When required, replacement of the removed landscape or 

trees may be required. 

xv. Tree trimming (not removal) on the Owner’s Lot does not require 

approval from the Committee.  
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xvi. Tree trimming in the Greenbelt Encroachment Area requires approval of 

the Committee.  

b. Synthetic Turf: Due to the inconsistency with the character of “The 

Village”, synthetic materials are discouraged. Synthetic turf, when approved, 

must be provided according to the conditions listed below. Synthetic turf 

must be approved, prior to installation, by the Architectural Control 

Committee. Synthetic turf must be properly maintained and replaced when the 

color no longer simulates natural turf or when thread bare or when seams are 

torn or exposed. 

Location 

 

i. To be used in front yard, rear and side yard landscaping, only as an 

enhancement, accessory to or to compliment the main landscaping 

features and not as a major focal landscaping feature. The use of 

synthetic turf must be part of a cohesive and comprehensive 

landscape design which includes trees, shrubs and other plants.  

ii. A minimum 2 foot wide planting buffer from the front property line to 

the synthetic turf is required. In no case shall the synthetic turf be 

adjacent to regular turf on same or adjoining property. Synthetic turf 

is not permitted on slopes steeper than a slope ratio of 4:1 (4 

horizontal units for every 1 vertical unit) 

iii. Turf to be located in or near driveways is to be protected from wheel 

traffic to avoid compressing the turf 

iv. Turf must be placed over a proper substrate designed to accommodate 

the turf and facilitate drainage. Turf may not be placed over existing 

grass, dirt or hardscape 

Material 

i. The turf must be of a recognized high quality product and must be of 

the proper color, texture, and density to simulate natural turf. Samples 

6” x 6” of the proposed turf shall be submitted for review.  

ii. The turf is to be uniform and defect free. 

iii. The turf located in the front yard is to have a minimum eighty (80) 

ounce pile / face weight. 

iv. The turf located in the front yard is to have a minimum pile length of 

1 5/8 inches and a maximum pile length of 2½ inches with a slight 

crown. Putting green turf located in the rear yard may have a ¼ inch 

pile length.  
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v. Turf must have UV protection, no felt backing or rubber infill and be 

lead free. 

vi. Yarn Denier: minimum 5,000 denier/texturized monofilament 

polyethylene and a two-tone face yarn.  

vii. Tufting Gage: maximum 3/8 inch 

viii. Backing: polyurethane-sealed 

c. Common Area Adjacent to Roadways 

Tall landscape materials over 3 feet in height (excluding trees), vertical stone or 

concrete columns and lights, hedges and hardscape other than a driveway and 

walkway are not permitted in the 10 foot Common Area adjacent to roadways. 

A clear definition of the Common Area between the roadway asphalt and 

property line is to be avoided. Low natural landscaping which does not create a 

defined and linear shape is encouraged.   

5. Exterior Lighting: “The Village” is a “Dark Sky” rural community. Uncontrolled or 

excessive exterior lighting is prohibited. Exterior lights (light bulbs) must be screened 

from direct view from streets, Common Areas and adjacent dwellings and pointed 

downward to illuminate the immediate area around the light fixture. Exposed 

fluorescent lamps, flashing lights, colored lights, excessive garden lights exposed and 

aligned like an airport runway, flood lights, post lights, unshielded lights placed on top 

of columns or pilasters, unshielded exterior lights and lights which result in glare are 

prohibited. Lighting is to be low lumen and integrated into the landscape and 

architecture of the home.  

String lighting or “Café lighting” is prohibited in the front yard. Café lighting in rear 

yards must have hoods to direct light downward and may not be used continuously as 

the sole source of rear yard lighting. Café lights must be designed in a manner cohesive 

with the landscape design. Lighting must be secured to cables and sturdy (and vertically 

plumb) poles placed in an orderly pattern.  

Samples of acceptable exterior lighting which is integrated into the landscape and 

architecture of the structure and directed downward are illustrated below: 
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Samples of unacceptable exterior lighting such as on top of a column and not pointing 

downward or which line up like an airport runway or excessively highlights the home 

are illustrated below: 

                   

6. Miscellaneous:  

a. Flags/Banners/Signs: Notwithstanding any provision or restriction contained in 

the Declaration to the contrary, and in accordance with applicable state and 

federal laws, flags, banners and signs may be installed within the project subject 

to prior written approval from the Architectural Control Committee. 

Freestanding flagpoles and flag size will be considered on a case by case 

basis. With the exception of an American flag, the design, material, 

installation and lighting of flagpoles shall be subject to the review and approval 

of the Architectural Control Committee. 

i. One flag / banner bracket is permitted for each home. 

ii. The size of flags and banners shall be compatible with the scale of the 

house. 

iii. The design and message/content of flags and banners shall be 

appropriate for residential development. 

iv. Non-Commercial flags and banners may not exceed 15 square feet in 

size. 

v. Flags and banners must have no commercial content or inappropriate 

message; and must be maintained continually in good repair. 

vi. The flagstaff holding the decorative flag must be no longer than six 

(6) feet in length. The staff must be removed when a flag is not 

displayed. 

vii. Non- Commercial signs such as political signs or seasonal signs may 

not be placed in Common Areas. Non-Commercial signs may not 

exceed 9 square feet in size and may only be placed per approval of 

the AC.  

b. Landscape Ornamentation / Statuary: 

Ornamentation and garden sculpture found in urban and suburban gardens are 

inconsistent with the character of “The Village” and are discouraged. Proposed 

designs which include items of this nature will be reviewed on a case by case 

basis but in no case will they be permitted in front yards or areas visible to 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Exterior+home+lighting+images&view=detail&id=BB50F5320909437CA8A39F2D0EF43A1D59EA083A&first=303
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Common Areas. Pottery is acceptable. 

c. Trash Containers: Trash containers must be completely screened from streets 

and adjacent properties. County of Orange Ordinances governing trash 

container size and hours during which containers may be placed at curbside 

apply within the Association. 

d.  Air Conditioners: Air conditioners may be installed subject to prior written 

approval from the Architectural Control Committee.  Any such equipment shall 

be screened from view from adjoining residences and streets. Care must be 

taken not to place air conditioning units adjacent to neighbor's windows. 

e. Clothes Lines: Clothes lines are permitted in rear yards only. Clothes lines 

are limited to the ground level and may not exceed seven (7) feet in height. 

Clothes lines are not to be attached to the residence. Clothes lines must be 

setback from the property line a minimum of three (3) feet to allow landscape 

screening.  

f. Unspecified Items.  Any material, condition, architectural feature or other 

item not specifically or clearly described in these Standards shall become a 

matter of discretionary judgment on the part of the Architectural Committee 

acting in good faith on behalf of the best interests of the Association as a 

whole.  
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Section V: GREENBELT ENCROACHMENT: 

 

A. Greenbelt Encroachment: The Coto de Caza Community Association, also known as “The 

Village” was deeded Association Common Areas (greenbelts) from the developer, Coto de 

Caza Limited in 1991. The purpose of these guidelines is to provide the members of the 

Association the maximum use and enjoyment of those open space areas without 

unreasonable interference upon the rights of other members of the Community. Limited 

Improvements shall include and be strictly limited to the installation of specifically 

approved vegetation and in limited instances, irrigation, drainage, rock pathways and natural 

rock forms. The installation of drainage and irrigation upon Association greenbelt areas may 

be approved conditionally upon the submittal of certifications from qualified professionals 

indicating the appropriateness of the same. An Encroachment and Easement Agreement may 

be obtained by contacting the management office. An Encroachment and Easement 

Agreement must be signed, executed and recorded prior to any Improvements being 

performed. 

1. Non-Approvable Greenbelt Encroachment Modifications 

The following types of Improvements will not be considered by the Association for 

approval for construction upon the Association greenbelt areas and are strictly 

forbidden: 

a. Synthetic Turf; 

b. Fencing and/or wall barriers of any type other than low temporary wire / mesh 

fencing to protect garden plots from garden pests;  

c. Hardscape Improvements of any type other than spaced flagstone stepping 

stones; 

d. Ponds and/or water features of any type;  

e. Structures of any type (gazebo, bridge, arbor, bocce courts, horseshoe pits, play 

structures, etc.); 

f. Kitchen or organic garden plots which cover the entire greenbelt easement area. 

Gardens of this type are to be part of the overall garden, not the entire garden, to 

assist in maintaining the natural character of the community; 

g. Tree and plant groupings which form a hedge or solid visual barrier.  

h. Planting schemes which use palm trees of any size or tropical themes (bird of 

paradise, banana trees, bamboo, etc.); 

i. Lighting of any type; 

j. No removal of indigenous plants allowed e.g. prickly pear cactus, chaparral, 

sycamore trees, oak trees and other native plants.  

2. Approvable Greenbelt Encroachment Modifications 

The following types of Improvements will be considered on a case-by-case basis for 

approval by the Association: 

a. Ground cover of a type listed in attached Exhibit F; 

b. Trees and shrubs of a type as specified on the Recommended Landscape Material 

list attached to these guidelines as Exhibit F which are natural in appearance 
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around or below twenty (20) feet tall; 

c. Irrigation and drainage (determined by lot location, terrain, and slope steepness 

as approved. Association retains the right to require civil and geotechnical review 

of plans for irrigation and drainage. Cost of said review (s) shall be borne by 

Owner; 

d. Natural rock borders or formations (such as spaced flagstone stepping stones) 

that are not permanent in their placement and are non-lineal and do not delineate 

the boundary lines by way of their design concept; 

e. Removal or modification of trees over twenty (20) feet tall; 

f. Kitchen or organic gardens. To prevent a kitchen garden from becoming a 

dominate theme, raised garden planting beds may be created using boulders, 

redwood planks or railroad ties but may be no taller than 1 foot above the natural 

grade and no greater than 6 feet wide and 12 feet long. A minimum spacing of 2 

feet will be required between the planting beds. Planting beds must be staggered 

or arranged in a manner to prevent creating a defining property barrier. 

Temporary pest (animals and rodents) fencing may be installed which is no 

greater than 3 feet tall. Fencing may be secured with wood posts. Fencing is to be 

placed only around garden beds when plant growth must be protected. Fencing 

may be hexagonal or rectangular black or galvanized metal wire. All posts and 

materials must be uniform in size, color and composition. No plastic or PVC 

materials may be used for garden plots.  

3. Maintenance of the Greenbelt Encroachment Area 

Upon entering into a Greenbelt Encroachment Agreement, proper maintenance of the 

easement area is transferred to the Lot Owner and is required. Kitchen or organic 

gardens which are not used or fall into disrepair must be removed at the Lot Owner’s 

expense. Trees in the Greenbelt Encroachment Area may ONLY be trimmed by 

Association approved vendors. Please contact Management for a phone number and 

approval prior to the start of work. In NO event shall a tree be removed, topped or 

trimmed without Landscape Committee approval. 

In the event of a catastrophic, natural occurrence, e.g. landslide or hillside erosion, 

HOA will assume responsibility to correct the situation.  

4. Greenbelt Encroachment Guidelines 

The Board has determined that the encroachment allowable onto the Association 

greenbelt areas shall be fifty (50) feet from the adjacent lot line (property line) of the 

applying Owner's property. The boundaries of the encroachment shall be no more 

and no less than fifty (50) feet (as approved by the Association) from the adjacent lot 

line. By way of example, a Lot Owner may not elect to accept responsibility for 

twenty-five (25) feet and expect the Association to maintain the remaining twenty-

five (25) feet. The encroachment shall be for fifty (50) feet unless there are terrain 

considerations as specified in Terrain Considerations on the following page.  

In the event there is less that one hundred (100) feet between two property lines and 

the easement space is shared, the Lot Owners of said properties must share (split) the 

easement equally. 
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5. Survey 

All submittals shall include a property boundary survey clearly indicating the 

boundaries of Owner's property. Said surveys shall likewise indicate the location of 

the proposed encroachment on Association Common Area. At the time of the 

boundary survey, permanent rear yard corner markers shall be installed and 

maintained so long as the encroachment is maintained, so as to provide the 

Association the ability to confirm the location of the encroachment, and to determine 

that same has been constructed in accord with the approvals granted. Removal of the 

boundary markers shall constitute a material breach of the approval and thus 

terminate Owner's authorization to maintain the encroachment. 

6. Terrain Considerations 

Not all properties within the community, due to their location, terrain, and steepness 

of slopes will be eligible for encroachment permits. Likewise, not all properties will 

be able to enjoy the maximum encroachment of fifty (50) feet. So as to allow 

flexibility in granting the privilege of an encroachment, the Architectural Control 

Committee, and the Board of Directors shall be entitled to consider alternate 

proposals submitted by the property owner. The criteria for a consideration of these 

alternate proposals shall be: 

a. The submittal of a written request to the Association Architectural Control 

Committee and the Board of Directors; 

b. A clear and concise statement of the actual hardship suffered by the Owner in 

the event the approval of the alternate proposal is not granted; 

c. A brief description (subject to plan approval in the event of granting) of the 

Improvement contemplated and the specific general requirements that the 

alternate proposal cannot meet; 

In the review and approval process, the Architectural Control Committee and the 

Board of Directors shall take into consideration the terrain upon which the 

encroachment is to be constructed in areas other than on flat ground, or areas of low 

gradient. Limitations or modifications may be imposed by the Architectural Control 

Committee and the Board with respect to the plans, including installation of 

drainage, irrigation, and vegetation types and location of said plantings. Requests 

may be approved, denied or modified for such reasons as: 

a. Steep west-southwest facing descending slopes; 

b. Steep west-southwest facing ascending slopes; 

c. Moderate to steep descending slopes facing in directions other than west and 

southwest and moderately inclined slopes facing in a west southwest direction; 

d. Moderately steep to steep ascending slopes facing in directions other than west 

and southwest and moderately inclined slopes facing in a west-southwest 

direction; 

e. The encroachment area impinges on the Association’s rights for ingress and 

egress; 

f. Indigenous plants and trees that cannot be removed. 
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These slopes have been identified for special consideration due to the geotechnical 

considerations relative to slope stability thereby requiring the need to evaluate the 

appropriateness of the installation of drainage and irrigation thereon. Slope 

categorization can be identified by review of Exhibit "I", a geotechnical exhibit 

prepared by Petra Geotechnical, Inc., identified as Site Plan Plate JN338-95. 
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GENERAL CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 
 

The following shall be conditions of any architectural approval and shall be deemed 

incorporated by reference in all plans or Architectural Control Committee letters of approval.  It 

shall be the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that these conditions are enforced upon all 

persons or firms used, engaged or employed in carrying out any operation or trade in 

conjunction with the improvement. The Architectural Control Committee may condition its 

approval of plans and specifications with such changes it deems appropriate and may require 

submission of additional plans and specifications or other information or materials prior to 

approving or disapproving plans and specifications. 

A. Pre-Construction Conference: Prior to commencing construction, the Architectural Control 

Committee may require a meeting with the Owner and/or Builder or the designated 

representatives to review the Community’s expectations for conduct and management of 

construction related activities. The Owner and Builder shall provide a detailed plan as to the 

areas to which all construction activity will be confined, including without limitation: size and 

location for construction material storage, limits of excavation, parking, chemical toilet 

location, temporary structures, if any (subject to Architectural Control Committee approval), 

dumpsters and utility trenching, and methods for protection, such as fencing, barricades, or 

other means, to be set up prior to commencement of construction. 

B. Occupational Safety and Health Act ("OSHA") Compliance: All applicable OSHA 

regulations and guidelines must be strictly observed at all times. 

C. Signs: No signs shall be displayed on any Lot other than a sign advertising the property for 

sale as permitted by the Declaration.  This limitation applies to tradesmen's, contractors' and 

installers' signs of any type, including the signs identifying the Lot as the site of their activities 

or operations. 

D. Hours of Operations: All construction operations may be carried on between the hours of 

7:00 AM and 6:00 PM on Monday through Friday and 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM on Saturdays. In 

the event County Ordinances are more restrictive, the County Ordinances shall prevail. No 

construction shall be permitted on Sundays (except by homeowners performing minor repairs 

between 10:00 AM and 4:00 PM) or the following holidays: Christmas Eve Day, Christmas 

Day, New Years Day, Memorial Day, 4th of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving Day.  

E. Temporary Structure: No structure of a temporary character will be permitted to remain on 

any Lot without the written approval of the Architectural Control Committee.  

F. Sanitary Facilities: Each Owner and Builder shall be responsible for providing adequate 

sanitary facilities for their construction workers.  Portable toilets or similar temporary toilet 

facilities shall be located only on the Lot itself in a location approved by the Architectural 

Control Committee. 

G. Debris Removal: Appropriate Best Management Practices (BMP’s) are to be implemented 

to control water and construction debris run-off onto adjacent properties, Common Areas 

and streets. No refuse or construction materials of any type shall be washed down the 

gutter/street drains. 
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The Property, streets and Common Area is to be cleaned, at least, at the end of each day 

during construction.  

Debris collected on the construction site must be stored in a dumpster / trash bin. Debris 

piled / stored for eventual removal, and not in a dumpster / trash bin, is not permitted. 

H. Unsightly Items: All rubbish, debris and unsightly material or objects of any kind shall be 

regularly removed from the Lot and will not be allowed to accumulate thereon.  Removal shall 

be made weekly, preferably on Friday and rubbish will not be allowed to accumulate on streets 

or Common Areas.  The Owner will be responsible for the cost of any trash cleanup work 

performed by the Association.  Owners are prohibited from dumping, burying or burning trash 

anywhere within “The Village”.  Concrete trucks washing out spill pans before leaving the 

construction site shall do so only on the Owner's Lot. 

I. Streets and Common Areas: No construction debris or materials such as sand or bricks may 

be permitted to remain on the streets and Common Areas. All items of such nature must be 

stored on the Owner's Lot.  In the event that any materials are delivered and deposited on the 

streets or Common Areas, the Owner will be held responsible for the costs involved in 

cleaning and/or restoring the Common Areas and streets.  

J. Construction Equipment: Trucks, concrete mixers, trailers, trash bins, compressors and other 

types of construction equipment, as well as private vehicles of construction crew members, 

shall be parked only in areas designated by the Architectural Control Committee and only for 

such periods of time as approved by the Architectural Control Committee.  The Owner shall be 

financially responsible for any equipment removal or necessary repairs required by the 

Architectural Control Committee. 

K. Dust and Noise: The Owner shall be responsible for controlling dust and noise from any 

construction on his lot. No loud radio noise or conversation volume which can be heard 

from Common Areas or adjacent homes is permitted. Common courtesy must be observed 

at all times.  Any construction work which risks damaging or impacting adjacent property 

such as spray painting, sand blasting, etc., must provide adequate protection to contain the 

work and protect adjacent property.  

L. Excavation: Excess excavation materials must be hauled away during the excavation process 

and may not be stored on the Lot or Common Areas. 

M. Restoration or Repair of Other Property Damaged: Damage to other property, including 

without limitation, other Lots, Common Area, or other Improvements shall be repaired or 

restored promptly at the expense of the person causing the damage or the Owner of the Lot 

where the construction activity is taking place.  Upon completion of construction, each Owner 

and contractor shall clean the construction site and repair or restore all damaged property, 

including without limitation, restoring grades, and repairing streets, driveways, drains, 

irrigation systems, culverts, ditches, signs, lighting and fencing. 

N. Maintenance of Improvements: The repair and maintenance of any work or Improvements 

will be the responsibility of the installing Owner and subsequent Owner. 
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O. Drainage: There shall be no modification or interference with the established drainage pattern 

over any of the property, unless an adequate alternative provision, previously approved in 

writing by the Architectural Control Committee, is made for proper drainage. 

All downspouts are required to be tied into underground drain systems with dedicated hubs 

and discharged to an engineered system. Emphasis must be placed on the importance of good 

drainage with expansive soils.   

P. Workmanship: All Improvements shall be performed in a manner consistent with existing 

structures.  Any work deemed by the Architectural Control Committee to be of inferior quality 

shall be reworked or removed and the building restored to its condition prior to 

commencement of the work by the Owner.   

Q. Enforcement: Failure to obtain the necessary prior approval from the Architectural Control 

Committee constitutes a violation of the CC&R's and may require modifications or removal of 

work at the expense of the owner. Failure by the Owner to perform such modification or 

removal when requested by the Association may subject the Owner to legal action by the 

Association to compel the Owner’s compliance. 

R. Violations: All owners have the right and the responsibility to bring to the attention of the 

Architectural Control Committee any violations of the CC&R's and/or the Architectural 

Control Committee Guidelines. 

S. Amendments: These Guidelines, along with the provisions set forth in the CC&R's for the 

project, form the basis and criteria for evaluation of plans and specifications submitted for 

review and approval by the Architectural Control Committee.  The Architectural Guidelines 

may be amended or supplemented from time to time as provided for in the CC&R's. 

T. Time Period: Work shall continue diligently in a scheduled manner. If delays are 

encountered, the Applicant must make a written request for an extension of the approval, 

citing the reasons for delay and the approximate time for continuing and completing the 

Improvement. Unless extensions are granted in writing or Improvements are required to be 

accelerated as part of a compliance action, substantial construction shall commence within 

three (3) months of Architectural Control Committee Approval and or County Approval (not 

before) and shall be completed, with Notice of Completion filed with the Association, within 

twenty-four (24) months for new homes including completed landscape, twelve (12) months 

for major remodeling, six (6) months for minor Improvements and other work. If the work is 

not completed and such Notice of Completion is not filed within the stipulated time, the 

Architectural Control Committee may issue a thirty-day notice to remedy. If the work is not 

completed within thirty days, the Architectural Control Committee may forward the issue for 

enforcement by the Board. 

 

Starting and stopping work for extended periods of time is not acceptable. A project which 

is partially completed and stopped for any reason is potentially subject to fines unless the 

Applicant contacts the Association and submits plans for "Standing Still". The 

Owner/Applicant must prepare the property in order to protect the surrounding properties 

from erosion or damage or unsightly conditions. Such work shall begin immediately upon 



FORM – EXHIBIT A 

 Coto de Caza Community Association - The Village 

 43  

 

approval of plans for Standing Still by the Association. This approval will be good for (90) 

days; with extensions granted at the discretion of the Association.  

U. Conditions Not Covered: Any condition or material not defined in the restrictions shall 

become a matter of discretionary judgment on the part of the Architectural Control Committee 

acting in good faith on behalf of the best interests of the homeowner association as a whole. 

V. Use of Association Property: If construction activity requires the use of streets or other 

Association property for purposes of transporting labor and materials, or for the temporary 

storage of materials, the Applicant shall obtain written permission from the Association for 

"Right of Entry" during the course of construction. A copy of this letter granting permission 

shall be filed with the Architectural Control Committee prior to the commencement of 

construction. Proof of adequate insurance may be required to obtain permission.  

W. Governing Agency Approval: Architectural Control Committee review and approval is for 

aesthetic purposes alone.  All necessary building permits and other approvals must be obtained 

and all County regulations must be adhered to at all times. After the Architectural Control 

Committee has approved the Owner's plans for aesthetic purposes, the Owner must contact 

local regulatory agencies and be sure that he or she is in compliance with all building and 

zoning regulations currently in force.  In the event of a conflict between the provisions of these 

Guidelines and any other ordinance or regulation, the more restrictive requirements shall 

prevail. 

X. Protection of Adjacent Property: Prior to beginning work, the Owner and their agents are to 

provide adequate protection of adjacent properties and Common Area. This may include Best 

Management Practices for water runoff, construction fencing, protection of irrigation systems 

and landscaping and responsible precautions for paint overspray.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
APPLICANT'S SIGNATURE DATE 
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ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATION / HOME IMPROVEMENT FORM 
Must be submitted no less than 14 business days before the scheduled meeting 

Please complete and include this form, along with three sets of all required information to the Community Management 
Company.  See Submission Standards in the Architectural Guidelines, Section III for Checklist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME_________________________________________________________ DATE ________________________________________ 

PROPERTY ADDRESS_________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________ CITY_________________________ ST______ ZIP______________ 

E-MAIL: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: _________________________________________                                                          PHONE: ________________________________________________ 
  circle one:         work   /   cell   /   home                                                                                           circle one:         work   /   cell   /   home 

PROPOSED START DATE: ____________________________ EST. COMPLETION DATE:_________________________ 

APPLICATION FEE: 

(Please check one) 

□  MINOR 
No Fee or  

Construction 
Deposit 

□  MODERATE 

• $250 Fee 

• $500 Construction 
Deposit 

□  MAJOR 

• $600 Fee 

• $500 Landscape Construction Deposit 

• $3,000 Architecture Construction Deposit 

□ NEW HOME  

• $1,000 Fee 

• $5,000 Construction Deposit 
 

PLAN SUBMITTAL CHECK LIST: (Please refer to Submission Standards located in Architectural Guidelines, Section III) 
PROJECT(S) SUBMITTED:   (Please check all that apply) 

ARCHITECTURAL  LANDSCAPE/HARDSCAPE  EQUIPMENT 

 AWNINGS(S)  ROOM ADDITION   IRRIGATION  PLAYHOUSE   AIR CONDITIONER 

 DECK(S)  DOORS / WINDOWS   DRAINS  POOL & EQUIPMENT   SPORT EQUIPMENT 

 SOLAR PANELS  NEW HOME   GRADING  SPA & EQUIPMENT   PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

 GREEN HOUSE  ANTENNA/SATELLITE DISH   OUTDOOR KITCHEN  FIRE PIT / FIREPLACE    

 LIGHTING     GAZEBO  PLANTING    

 PAINTING     PATIO COVER(S) LIGHTING    

 RAIN GUTTER(S)    FENCES and WALLS HARDSCAPE    

 DOWNSPOUT(S)       FRONT    FRONT    

 ROOF       REAR    REAR    

        SIDE   SIDE    

        RETAINING      

Installation to be at no cost whatsoever to the Association. Any further maintenance shall be the responsibility of the Member, his or her heirs or assigns. I have read and understand the “General 
Conditions of Approval” and agree they are herein incorporated by reference. 

________________________________________________________ 
MEMBER SIGNATURE 

__________________________________ 
DATE 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

COMMITTEE SIGNATURE 

 
___________________________________ 

DATE 

 Approved   

 Approved with Conditions: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Disapproved for the following reason(s): __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Re-submittal required with the following additional information: _______________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

IMPORTANT DISCLOSURE: Pursuant to Civil Code Section 4765, a proposed architectural change may not violate any governing provision of law, including, but 

not limited to, the Fair Employment and Housing Act (Part 2.8 (commencing with Section 12900) of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government Code), or a building code or other 
applicable law governing land use or public safety (collectively, “Laws and Codes”). Neither the Association’s agent(s), the Board, nor the Architectural Control Committee 
(“AC”) reviewing your application for property Improvement(s) is responsible for becoming knowledgeable of, or interpreting, or enforcing the Laws and Codes that may be 
applicable to the subject improvement(s), and, therefore, neither the AC nor the Board shall confirm compliance or noncompliance with any of the Laws and Codes as part of 
the review process. Accordingly, the Applicant is responsible for confirming compliance with the Laws and Codes, and any approval by the AC or the Board shall not be 
deemed a statement, representation, or warranty that your plans are in compliance with the Laws and Codes. Further, any approval is conditioned upon all the proposed 
Improvements complying with all applicable Laws and Codes, and to the extent any of the proposed Improvements violate any of the applicable Laws and Codes, any 
approval given shall be void and of no effect as to the improvement(s) that violate any of the Laws and Codes.  
 

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE ONLY 
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IMPACTED NEIGHBOR NOTIFICATION STATEMENT 
The attached plans were made available to all impacted neighbors for review: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

My neighbors have seen the plans I am submitting for Architectural Control Committee Approval (see 
above verification).  If any neighbor has a concern, they should contact Crummack Huseby, Inc. 
(Management) in writing. Please note that neighbor objections do not in themselves result in denial of the 
plans but the Committee may consider the neighbor’s objections. 

 

 

SUBMITTED BY: 

Name: ___________________________________________ Date:_____________________ 

 

Property Address: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

 

YOUR HOUSE 

 
Address________________________ 
Print Name______________________ 

Other Impacted Neighbor behind or 
downhill from your home 

 
________________________________ 
Address 
________________________________ 
Print Name 
_____________________________ 
Signature 

 

Other Impacted Neighbor behind or 
downhill from your home 

 
________________________________ 
Address 
________________________________ 
Print Name 
_____________________________ 
Signature 

 

Common Area or Back Yard  
Rear of Home 

-Adjacent Neighbor- 
 

____________________________ 
Address 
____________________________ 
Print Name 

_____________________________ 
Signature 

 

Common Area or Back Yard  
Rear of Home 

-Adjacent Neighbor- 
 
______________________________ 
Address 
_______________________________ 
Print Name 
_____________________________ 
Signature 
 

Front of Home on Your Street 
-Facing Neighbor- 

 
_____________________________ 
Address 
_____________________________ 
Print Name 
_____________________________ 
Signature 

Front of Home on Your Street 
-Facing Neighbor- 

 
______________________________ 
Address 
______________________________ 
Print Name 

_____________________________ 
Signature 
 

Front of Home on Your Street 
-Facing Neighbor- 

 
______________________________ 
Address 
______________________________ 
Print Name 
_____________________________ 
Signature 
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NOTICE OF COMPLETION 
 

NAME_________________________________________________________ DATE ______________________________ 

PROPERTY ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS__________________________________ CITY__________________ ST_____ ZIP_________ 

E-MAIL: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ____________________________________                              PHONE: ____________________________________ 
                circle one:         work   /   cell   /   home                                                            circle one:         work   /   cell   /   home 

 COMPLETED PER APPROVAL:  I hereby notify the Architectural Control Committee that the above referenced 

improvement was completed on the above date in conformance with the plans and specifications approved by the 

Architectural Control Committee. 

 NOT COMPLETED PER APPROVAL: I hereby notify the Architectural Control Committee that the above referenced 

improvement was not completed on the above date in conformance with the plans and specifications approved by the 

Architectural Control Committee. 

 NOT COMPLETED EXPLANATION:____________________________________________________________________ 
 

TYPE OF WORK  (Please check all that apply) 

ARCHITECTURAL  LANDSCAPE/HARDSCAPE  EQUIPMENT 

AWNINGS(S)  ROOM ADDITION   IRRIGATION  PLAYHOUSE   AIR CONDITIONER 

DECK(S)  DOORS / WINDOWS   DRAINS  POOL & EQUIPMENT   SPORT EQUIPMENT 

SOLAR PANELS  NEW HOME   GRADING  SPA & EQUIPMENT   PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT 

GREEN HOUSE  ANTENNA/SATELLITE DISH   
OUTDOOR 
KITCHEN 

 FIRE PIT / FIREPLACE    

LIGHTING     GAZEBO PLANTING    

PAINTING     PATIO COVER(S)  LIGHTING    

RAIN GUTTER(S)    FENCES and WALLS HARDSCAPE    

DOWNSPOUT(S)      FRONT   FRONT    

ROOF      REAR  REAR    

       SIDE   SIDE    

      RETAINING      

PLEASE ENCLOSE PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE COMPLETED IMPROVEMENTS. PHOTOCOPIES ARE NOT ACCEPTABLE.  

ARCHITECTURAL COMMITTEE ONLY 

Inspected by: __________________________________________________ Date:_________________________________ 
 

The Architectural Control Committee reviewed the improvements and recommends the following Disposition:  

 APPROVED: Final review is complete and the Owner is in general conformance with the approved plans and 

noted changes are acceptable. 
 DISAPPROVED: Owner is not in general conformance with the approved plans.  Owner shall 

complete/modify/remove the items noted below. After all items have been corrected, resubmit for final review. 
 COMMENTS:________________________________________________________________________________ 

Coto de Caza Community Association Architectural Control Committee:  

Signature:______________________________________________________________ Date:__________________ 
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PAINT SUBMITTAL EXAMPLE 

 
Garage Door: Color ____________  
 
Main Body: Color __________    
 
Fascia: Color _____________   
 
Trim: Color _______________    
 
Front Door: Color ________     
 
Windows: Color _________    

 

 
 
Provide a similar photograph of your home and list the color for each of the 
features identified. Identify the paint manufacturer, paint number and paint name. 
Provide true color chips of the proposed colors.  
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RECOMMENDED TREES 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
10 YR 

AVE HT. 
WATER REQUIREMENTS 

GROWTH 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Acacia stenophylla SHOESTRING ACACIA 25 moderate to low water 
provides light shade, stringy 

foliage 

Acacia willardiana PALO BLANCO 20 low to very low water 
provides light shade,  white 

bark 

Acer buergeranum TRIDENT MAPLE 15 
moderate to ample 

water 
red fall foliage, bare in 

winter  

Agonis flexuosa PEPPERMINT TREE 20 moderate to low water 
provides dense shade, 

slender foliage 

Arbutus unedo STRAWBERRY TREE 12 moderate to low water 
provides dense shade, 

colorful flowers and berries 
(edible) 

Arbutus ‘Marina’ 
MARINA STRAWBERRY 

TREE 
18 moderate to low water 

colorful flowers and berries 
(edible) 

Brachychition 
populneus 

BOTTLE TREE 15 moderate to low water provides medium shade 

Callistemon viminalis WEEPING BOTTLEBRUSH 20 moderate to low water red flowers all year 

Calocedrus decurrens 
CALIFORNIA INCENSE 

CEDAR 
15 moderate to low water narrow form 

Cassia leptophylla GOLD MEDALLION TREE 15 moderate water excellent yellow bloom 

Cedrus atlantica ATLAS CEDAR 15 moderate to low water 
slow growth,  large in 3 

generations 

Ceratonia siliqua CAROB TREE 15 moderate to low water 
slow growth,  edible seed 

pods  

Cercidium ‘Desert 
Museum’ 

PALO VERDE 15 moderate to low water 
provides light shade, yellow 

flowers 

Cercis canadensis EASTERN REDBUD 15 moderate water 
provides dense shade,  pink 

or white flowers 

Cercis occidentalis WESTERN REDBUD 10 moderate to low water 
Native, pink flowers,  bare 

in winter  

Chilopsis linearis DESERT WILLOW 15 moderate to low water 
colorful flowers, bare in 

winter  

Chionanthu FRINGE TREE 15 moderate water 
fragrant white flowers, bare 

in winter 

Chitalpa CHITALPA 15 moderate to low water 
blooms lightly spring-

summer, bare in winter 
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RECOMMENDED TREES 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
10 YR 

AVE HT. 
WATER REQUIREMENTS 

GROWTH 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Cinnamomum 
camphora 

CAMPHOR TREE 15 moderate water 
slow growth but eventually 

large 

Cupressus arizonica ARIZONA CYPRESS 20 moderate to low water   

Feijoa sellowiana PINEAPPLE GUAVA 10 moderate to low water colorful flowers, edible fruit 

Geijera parviflora AUSTRALIAN WILLOW 15 moderate to low water 
provides light shade, 

slender leaves 

Ginkgo biloba GINKGO TREE 15 moderate water 
slow growth, good fall 

foliage color 

Grevillea robusta SILKY OAK 40 moderate to low water 
fast growth, heavy leaf 

litter  

Lagerstroemia CRAPE MYRTLE 15 moderate water 
great show of red, pink, 

lavender or white flowers,  
bare in winter  

Laurus nobilis BAYLEAF 10 moderate to low water provides dense shade 

Liquidamber SWEET GUM 30 moderate water 
large size, excellent fall 
foliage color, spiny seed 

pods, bare in winter 

Lyonothamnus 
CATALINA 

IRONWOOD 15 moderate to low water 
provides dense shade, 

ferny foliage ferny foliage 

Maytenus boaria MAYTEN TREE 15 moderate to low water 
weeping foliage, difficult to 

find good specimens 

Macadamia 
integrifolia 

MACADAMIA NUT 15 moderate water 
fragrant flowers, edible 

nuts 

Melaleuca linarifolia FLAXLEAF PAPERBARK 20 moderate to low water 
provides dense shade, 

slender leaves  

Melaleuca 
quinquenervia 

PAPERBARK TREE 25 moderate to low water   

Metrosideros 
tomentosa 

NEW ZEALAND 
CHRISTMAS TREE 

10 moderate to low water 
provides dense shade,  red 

flowers early summer 

Olea europaea OLIVE TREE 20-Oct moderate to low water 
provides light shade, yellow 

flowers much of year 

Parkinsonia aculeata GREEN PALO VERDE 25 moderate to low water 
provides light shade,  

yellow flowers much of 
year 
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RECOMMENDED TREES 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
10 YR 

AVE HT. 
WATER REQUIREMENTS 

GROWTH 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Pinus thunbergiana JAPANESE BLACK PINE 10 moderate to low water provides light shade 

Pistacia chinensis 
CHINESE PISTACHIO 

TREE 
15 moderate water 

provides dense shade,  
colorful fall foliage, bare in 

winter 

Pittosporum 
QUEENSLAND 
PITTOSPORUM 

15 moderate water   

Pittosporum un 
ulatum VI 

TORIA BOX 20 moderate water   

Platanus SYCAMORE 50 moderate to low water 
large size, pest prone, bare 

in winter 

Podocarpus gracilior FERN PINE 20 moderate to low water ferny foliage 

Prosopis MESQUITE TREE 25 moderate to low water 
provides light shade,  ferny 

foliage 

Prunus ilicifolia Lyonii CATALINA CHERRY 10 moderate to low water 
provides dense shade,  

edible berries 

Punica granatum POMEGRANATE 15 moderate water edible fruit,  orange flowers 

Pyrus calleryana CALLERY PEAR 20 moderate water 
white flowers,  red fall 

foliage 

Quercus agrifolia COAST LIVE OAK 15 moderate to low water 
Native, provides dense 

shade,  spiny foliage 

Quercus engelmannii ENGELMANN OAK 15 moderate to low water   

Quercus ilex HOLLY OAK 20 moderate to low water provides dense shade 

Quercus suber CORK OAK 25 moderate to low water 
provides dense shade, 

interesting bark 

Rhus lancea AFRICAN SUMAC 15 moderate to low water suckers 

Rambucus ELDERBERRY 15 moderate to low water   

Schinus molle CALIFORNIA PEPPER 25 low to very low water ferny foliage, invasive 

Sophora japonica JAPANESE PAGODA TREE 20 moderate water   

Stenocarpus FIREWHEEL TREE 10 moderate water slow growth 

Tabebuia 
impetiginosa 

PINK TRUMPET TREE 15 moderate water spectacular pink bloom 
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RECOMMENDED TREES 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
10 YR 

AVE HT. 
WATER REQUIREMENTS 

GROWTH 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Tecoma stans YELLOW BELLS 10 moderate to low water long bloom 

Thevetia YELLOW OLEANDER 10 moderate water   

Tritaniopsis laurina WATER GUM 15 moderate water   

Umbellularia 
californica 

CALIFORNIA BAY TREE 15 moderate water 
Native, leaves used in 

seasoning 

Vitex angus-castus CHASTE TREE 15 moderate to low water 
flowers half the year, bare 

in winter 
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TREES NOT RECOMMENDED 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
10 YR 

AVE HT. 
WATER REQUIREMENTS 

GROWTH 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Alnus rhombifolia WHITE ALDER 12 ample water large size 

Albizia julibrissin MIMOSA 15 moderate wter disease prone 

Betula BIRCH 25 high water 
high water, short lived, 

bare in winter 

Casuarina BEEFWOOD 40 low water large size, low water 

Cedrus deodara DEODAR CEDAR 30 low water large size, low water 

Cupaniopsis 
anacardioides 

CARROT WOOD 25 moderate water 
invasive, moderate 

water 

Cupressus macrocarpa MONTEREY CYPRESS 20   disease prone 

Erythrina CORAL TREE 40 moderate water 
Large Size; brittle 

branches, red flowers 

Eucalyptus 
EUCALYPTUS (most 

species) 
40+ low water 

large size, moderate to 
low water, burns 

readily, insect prone 

Fraxinus  ASH 40 moderate water 
large size, provides 

dense shade 

Jacaranda JACARANDA 30 moderate water 
provides light shade, 

brittle branches, purple 
flowers 

Koelreuteria bipinnata CHINESE FLAME TREE 30 moderate water large size, invasive 

Liriodendron tulipifera TULIP TREE 40 high water large size, bare in winter 

Morus alba MULBERRY 40 moderate water 
large size, provides 

dense shade, bare in 
winter 

Pinus species PINES MOST SPECIES 25 moderate to low water large size 

Prunus ceracifera PURPLE LEAF PLUM 15 moderate water 
disease prone, short-
lived, bare in winter, 

invasive  
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TREES NOT RECOMMENDED 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
10 YR 

AVE HT. 
WATER REQUIREMENTS 

GROWTH 
CHARACTERISTICS 

Pyrus kawakami FLOWERING PEAR 15+ moderate water 
disease prone, bare in 

winter 

Robinia LOCUST 25 low water  invasive 

Salix WILLOW 35 high water short-lived, pest prone 

Sequioia sempervirens COAST REDWOOD 30 high water large size 

Sequoiadendron GIANT SEQUOIA 20 moderate water 
large size, disease prone 

locally 

Taxodium SWAMP CYPRESS 25 moderate water good in very wet soil 

Tipuana tipu TIPU TREE 40 moderate water 
large size,  nice flower 
show, semi-evergreen 

Tristania conferta BRISBANE BOX 40 moderate water large size, frost prone 

Ulmus parvifolia CHINESE ELM 35 moderate water 
large size, provides deep 
shade, semi-evergreen 
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TREES NOT ALLOWED 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Araucari STAR PINE   

Banana (any variety) BANANA   

Bauhinia ORCHID TREE   

Brugmasia ANGEL’S TRUMPET   

Carica papaya PAPAYA TREE   

Chorisia speciose FLOSS-SILK TREE   

Cupressus sempervirens ITALIAN CYPRESS Burns readily 

Ficus (most species) FIG TREE Invasive 

Magnolia grandiflora SOUTHERN MAGNOLIA   

Populus POPLAR Invasive 

Psidium guajava GUAVA TREE   

Schefflera (any species) UMBRELLA TREE   

Schinus terebinthifolius BRAZILIAN PEPPER TREE Invasive 

Palm (any species) PALM   

Plumeria PLUMERIA   

Strelitzia nicolai GIANT BIRD OF PARADISE   

 

 

 

 

 

 



FORM - EXHIBIT F 

 Coto de Caza Community Association - The Village 

 

 

 

55 

LOW SHRUBS 1-3 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Arctostaphylos MANZANITA moderate to low water 
native,  can be difficult to 

establish 

Artemesia SAGEBRUSH low water short lived 

Asteriscus sericeus CANARY ISLAND DAISY moderate to low water 
blooms all year,  naturally 

dense and mounding 

Baccharis COYOTE BRUSH low water short lived (<10 years) 

Berberis thunbergii ‘Rose 
Glow’ 

JAPANESE BARBERRY moderate water spiny,  colorful foliage  

Callistemon viminalis ‘Little 
John’ 

DWARF BOTTLEBRUSH moderate to low water 
blooms all year,  attractive to 

bees 

Ceanothus CALIFORNIA LILAC moderate to low water 
Native, wonderful spring 

bloom 

Coleonema pulchellum 
‘Compact form’ 

PINK BREATH OF HEAVEN moderate water soft,  fragrant fragrant 

Coprosma repens MIRROR SHRUB moderate water 
glossy foliage available in 

several colors 

Correa AUSTRALIAN FUCHSIA moderate to low water 
blooms much of the year,  

best under trees in part shade 

Eriogoum BUCKWHEAT low water good bloom 

Escallonia ‘Newport’ DWARF ESCALLONIA moderate water 
blooms much of year in rose 

pink 

Euonymus japonica 
‘Microphylla’ 

BOXLEAF EUONYMUS moderate water 
compact,  tight growth shears 
well tight growth shears well 

Galvesia 
ISLAND BUSH 
SNAPDRAGON 

moderate to low water   

Helichysum petiolare LICORICE PLANT moderate to low water 
natural boulder-like mound of 

foliage 

Lavandula angustifolia ENGLISH LAVENDER moderate to low water 
must get properly grown 

plants for success 

Lobelia laxiflora MEXICAN BUSH LOBELIA moderate to low water constant bloom 

Mimulus aurantiacus STICKY MONKEY FLOWER low water showy spring bloom 
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LOW SHRUBS 1-3 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Myrtus communis 
‘Compacta’ 

DWARF MYRTLE moderate water   

Nandina domestica 
‘Firepower’ & ‘Nana 

purpurea’ 

DWARF HEAVENLY 
BAMBOO 

moderate water colorful foliage 

Pelargonium GERANIUM moderate water long bloom 

Phlomis JERUSALEM SAGE moderate to low water good flower show 

Pittosporum crassifolium 
‘Compactum’ 

DWARF KARO moderate to low water best in shade 

Pittosporum tobira ‘Cream 
de Menthe’ 

WHEELER’S DWARF moderate water excellent in shade 

Polygala ‘Petite Butterfly’ SWEET PEA BUSH moderate water long bloom 

Pyracantha FIRETHORN moderate to low water showy berries 

Rhaphiolepis indica ‘Pinkie’ INDIA HAWTHORNE moderate water good spring bloom 

Rhaphiolepis umbellata 
‘Minor’ 

DWARF YEDDO 
HAWTHORNE 

moderate water   

Rosmarinus officinalis ROSEMARY moderate to low water   

Salvia species SAGE 
varies from high to very 

low 
  

Pyracantha FIRETHORN moderate to low water showy berries 

Rhaphiolepis indica ‘Pinkie’ INDIA HAWTHORNE moderate water good spring bloom 

Rhaphiolepis umbellata 
‘Minor’ 

DWARF YEDDO 
HAWTHORNE 

moderate water   

Rosmarinus officinalis ROSEMARY moderate to low water   
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MEDIUM SHRUBS 3-5 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Abelia cultivars   moderate water   

Arctostaphylos MANZANITA moderate to low water 
can be difficult to get 

established 

Bougainvillea BOUGAINVILLEA moderate to low water blooms all year 

Brunfelsia 
YESTERDAY-TODAY-AND-

TOMORROW 
moderate water shade,  long bloom period 

Buddleja BUTTERFLY BUSH moderate water blooms over long period 

Calliandra californica BAJA FAIRY DUSTER moderate to low water blooms spring & fall 

Carissa macrocarpa NATAL PLUM moderate to low water thorny, edible fruit 

Caryopteris BLUEBEARD moderate to low water 
blooms late spring and early 

summer, bare in winter 

Ceanothus species CALIFORNIA LILAC moderate to low water Native, excellent spring bloom 

Choisya ternate MEXICAN ORANGE moderate water fragrant flowers 

Cistus ROCKROSE moderate to low water can rot if kept too moist 

Coleonema BREATH OF HEAVEN moderate water long bloom, fragrant foliage 

Coprosma MIRROR SHRUB moderate water colorful glossy foliage 

Epilobium CALIFORNIA FUCHSIA low water 
native, long bloom summer-

fall 

Eremophila EMU BUSH moderate to low water long bloom period 

Escallonia ‘Fradesi’ ESCALLONIA moderate water long bloom period 

Euonymus japonica   moderate water colorful, dense foliage 
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MEDIUM SHRUBS 3-5 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Galvezia BUSH SNAPDRAGON moderate to low water long bloom period 

Grevillea   moderate to low water many species,  long bloom 

Hebe   moderate water 
constant bloom,  prone to 

root rot disease 

Hydrangea macrophylla HYDRANGEA moderate water in shade 
ample water in sun,  long 

bloom period 

Lavandula 
FRENCH & SPANISH 

LAVENDER 
low water good for 10 years 

Leonotis leonurus LION’S TAIL low water good bloom 

Leucospermum PINCUSHION FLOWER moderate to low water 
long bloom,  valuable cut 

flowers 

Ligustrum japonica 
‘Texanum’ 

WAX LEAF PRIVET moderate water popular hedge 

Myrica cerifera WAXMYRTLE moderate to low water waxy berries 

Myrtus communis MYRTLE moderate water   

Nandina domestica 
cultivars 

HEAVENLY BAMBOO moderate water colorful foliage and berries 

Philadelphus MOCKORANGE moderate to low water 
fragrant white flowers,  bare 

in winter 

Pittosporum tenuifolium 
‘dwarf forms’ 

  moderate water prone to root disease 

Polygala dalmaisiana SWEET PEA SHRUB moderate water long bloom 

Protea sp PROTEA moderate to low water novel flower 

Rhaphiolepis indica INDIA HAWTHORNE moderate water heavy spring bloom 

Rhaphiolepis umbellate YEDDO HAWTHORNE moderate water   

Rhododendron AZALEA high water use 
good shrub for shaded 

locations 
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MEDIUM SHRUBS 3-5 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS GROWTH CHARACTERISTICS 

Ribes viburnifolium CATALINA PERFUME moderate to low water good under trees 

Rosa ROSES high to moderate water blooms all year 

Rosmarinus officinalis ROSEMARY moderate to low water   

Salvia species SAGE 
varies from high to very 

low water 
long bloom 

Tagetes lemmonii COPPER CANYON DAISY moderate to low water long bloom 

Tecoma capensis CAPE HONEYSUCKLE moderate to low water long bloom 

Westringia COAST ROSEMARY moderate to low water   

 

TALL SHRUBS 6-8 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL 
NAME 

COMMON NAME 
WATER 

REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Abutilon FLOWERING MAPLE ample water shade 

Alyogyne huegelii BLUE HIBISCUS moderate to low water short-lived but blooms all year 

Aucuba japonica AUCUBA moderate to ample water shade 

Berberis MAHONIA moderate to low water shade 

Bougainvillea BOUGAINVILLEA moderate to low water blooms all year 

Buddleja BUTTERFLY BUSH moderate water blooms over long period 

Calliandra haematocephala PINK POWDERPUFF moderate water blooms spring 

Calliandra surinamensis SURINAM POWDERPUFF moderate water blooms fall 



FORM - EXHIBIT F 

 Coto de Caza Community Association - The Village 

 

 

 

60 

TALL SHRUBS 6-8 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL 
NAME 

COMMON NAME 
WATER 

REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Callistemon viminalis BOTTLEBRUSH moderate to low water blooms all year 

Calycanthus occidentalis SPICE BUSH moderate to low water shade 

Camellia species CAMELLIA moderate to ample water shade 

Ceanothus CALIFORNIA LILAC moderate to low water 
Native, wonderful spring 

bloom 

Coleonema pulchellum BREATH OF HEAVEN moderate water long bloom 

Dendromecon BUSH POPPY low water blooms all year 

Dodonea viscosa HOPSEED BUSH moderate to low water fast growing 

Duranta repens SKYFLOWER moderate water long bloom 

Eleagnus pungens SILVERBERRY moderate to low water metallic foliage and berries 

Fremontodendron FLANNEL BUSH low water  native, difficult to establish 

Grevillea   moderate to low water many species, long bloom 

Hakea   moderate to low water   

Heteromeles TOYON moderate to low water colorful berries 

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis CHINESE HIBISCUS moderate to ample water blooms all year 

Ilex species HOLLY moderate water tolerates shade 

Juniperus chinensis SEA GREEN moderate to low water   

Lavatera MALLOW moderate to low water long bloom 

Leonotis leonurus LION’S TAIL moderate to low water long summer bloom 
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TALL SHRUBS 6-8 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL 
NAME 

COMMON NAME 
WATER 

REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Leptospermum scoparium NEW ZEALAND TEA moderate to low water blooms for 3 months+ 

Leucodendron moderate   moderate to low water 
valuable cut flowers bloom 

for several months in winter 

Leucophyllum sp. TEXAS RANGER low water 
can bloom several times per 

year 

Leucospermum PINCUSHION FLOWER moderate to low water 
valuable cut flowers blooms 

for several months 

Ligustrum japonica WAXLEAF PRIVET moderate water most popular hedge 

Loropetalum Chinese FRINGE FLOWER moderate water blooms for many months 

Michelia figo BANANA SHRUB moderate water 
fragrant flowers for many 

months 

Myrica californica PACIFIC WAX MYRTLE moderate to low water   

Nandina domestica HEAVENLY BAMBOO moderate water colorful foliage and berries 

Osmanthus fragrans SWEET OLIVE moderate water fragrant flowers most of year 

Philadelphus MOCK ORANGE moderate to low water fragrant white flowers 

Photinia fraseri FRASER’S PHOTINIA moderate water   

Pittosporum eugenioides   moderate water   

Pittosporum tenuifolium OLIVER TWIST moderate water   

Pittosporum tenuifolium MARJORIE CHANNON moderate water   

Platycladus THUJA moderate water   

Podocarpus latifolia YELLOWWOOD moderate water   

Podocarpus macrophylus YEW PINE moderate water   



FORM - EXHIBIT F 

 Coto de Caza Community Association - The Village 

 

 

 

62 

TALL SHRUBS 6-8 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL 
NAME 

COMMON NAME 
WATER 

REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Portulacaria afra ELEPHANT’S FOOD low to very low water   

Prunus caroliana CAROLINA CHERRY moderate water   

Pyracantha FIRETHORN moderate to low water colorful berries 

Rhamnus alaternus ITALIAN BUCKTHORN moderate to low water   

Rhamnus californica CALIFORNIA COFFEEBERRY moderate to low water   

Rhamnus crocea REDBERRY low to very low water   

Rhamnus californica CALIFORNIA COFFEEBERRY moderate to low water   

Rhamnus crocea REDBERRY low to very low water   

Rhus integrifolia LEMONADE BERRY low to very low water   

Rhus ovata SUGAR BUSH low to very low water   

Solanum rantonnetii PARAGUAY NIGHTSHADE moderate water blooms all year 

Syzygium paniculatum 
AUSTRALIAN BRUSH 

CHERRY 
moderate water   

Tecoma stans YELLOW BELLS moderate to low water   

Viburnum tinus   moderate to low water winter bloom 

Xylosma congestum SHINY XYLOSMA moderate water   
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SHRUBS AND GRASSES NOT ALLOWED 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 

Alocasia ELEPHANT EAR 

lpinia GINGER 

Bambusa BAMBOO 

Canna Canna 

Colocasia TARO 

Cycas revoluta SAGO PALM 

Cyparis papyrus   

Fatsia japonica JAPANESE ARALIA 

Hedychiium GINGER 

Monstera deliciosa   

Nassella tennuissima (Stipa)     MEXICAN FEATHER GRASS 

Pennisetum cupreum      PURPLE FEATHER GRASS, PURPLE FOUNTAIN GRASS 

Philodendron   

Phyllostachys BAMBOO 

Schefflera SCHEFFLERA 

Strelitzia reginae BIRD-OF-PARADISE 
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The Following Selections of Groundcover Plants Can Cover Bare Ground Between or In 
Front of Taller Plants: 

LOW GROUNDCOVER 2-6 INCHES TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Aptenia cordifolia RED APPLE moderate to low water attractive to bees 

Campanula poscharskyana SERBIAN BELLFLOWER moderate water 
fast coverage,  long 

bloom 

Carex SEDGE moderate water 
many species and 

selections,  some are 
clumping 

Dymondia margaretae SIVER CARPET 
requires average water to 

establish 
little water after,  good 

lawn substitute 

Erigeron glaucus SEASIDE DAISY moderate to low water blooms spring-summer 

Festuca glauca BLUE FESCUE moderate water   

Geranium sanguineum & 
hybrids 

CRANESBILL moderate water long bloom , shade 

Lampranthus ICEPLANT low water 
intense colors blooms 

for 2 months 

Meuhlenbeckia axillaris CREEPING WIRE VINE moderate water best under trees 

Myoporum parvifolium DWARF NATIVE MYRTLE moderate water fast coverage 

Ophiopogon MONDO GRASS ample to moderate water best in shade 

Sesleria MOOR GRASS moderate water best with part shade 

Soleirolia BABY TEARS high water shade only 

Thymus species THYME moderate water short-lived 

Zoysia tenuifolia KOREAN GRASS moderate water winter dormant 

Verbena rigida VERBENA moderate to low water invasive 
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MEDIUM GROUNDCOVER 1-2 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Arctostaphylos MANZANITA low water 
can be difficult to 

establish 

Baccharis COYOTE BRUSH low water short lived (<10 years) 

Calamagrostis REED GRASS moderate too low water   

Carex SEDGE moderate water 
many species and 

selection 

Carissa grandiflora NATAL PLUM white flowers   

Cistus ROCKROSE low water 
nice bloom,  can be 
difficult to establish  

Convolvulus mauritanicus GROUND MORNING moderate water blue flowers 

Correa pulchella AUSTRALIAN FUCHSIA moderate to low water 
blooms much of year,  

best under trees  

Erigeron karvinskianus SANTA BARBARA moderate water blooms all year 

Heuchera CORAL BELLS moderate to high water good under trees 

Juniperus procumbens JAPANESE GARDEN moderate to low water groundcover 

Juniperus Sabina JUNIPER moderate to low water groundcover 

Lantana sellowiana 
PURPLE TRAILING 

LANTANA 
moderate to low water 

white and yellow 
flowers available,  

blooms all year  

Lonicera japonica HALL’S HONEYSUCKLE   
fast cover,  attractive to 

bees 

Muhlenbergia capillaris PIK MUHLY moderate to low water pink flowers in summer 

Myoporum ‘Pacifica’   moderate to little water 
insect prone, very fast 
growth to 10’ wide in 

one season 

Osteospermum AFRICAN DAISY moderate to low water 
blooms over long 

period 
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MEDIUM GROUNDCOVER 1-2 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Rosa GROUNDCOVER ROSES moderate to ample water colorful 

Rosmarinus officinalis ROSEMARY moderate to low water   

Trachelospermum STAR JASMINE moderate water   

Verbena rigida VERBENA moderate to low water bloom all year 

 

LOW ACCENT PLANTS 1-3 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS GROWTH CHARACTORISTICS 

Agapanthus LILY OF THE NILE moderate water blue or white flowers,  summer bloom  

Anigozanthos KANGAROO PAW moderate to low water many flower colors,  spring bloom 

Clivia KAFFIR LILY moderate water winter bloom,  requires shade 

Dietes AFRICAN IRIS moderate water constant bloom 

Gaura   moderate to low water long bloom period 

Helictotrichon BLUE OAT GRASS moderate water clumping blue grass 

Hemerocallis DAYLILY moderate water long bloom,  long-lived 

Iris species IRIS moderate to ample water   

Kniphofia RED-HOT POKER   
excellent long bloom,  some are bare in 

winter 

Limonium perezii SEA LAVENDER moderate to low water constant bloom 

Liriope LILY TURF moderate water shade,  grass-like 

Rusellia equisetiformis CORAL FOUNTAIN moderate water blooms all year 

Senecio cinearia DUSTY MILLER low water white foliage 
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LOW ACCENT PLANTS 1-3 FT. TALL 

Sysyrinchium bellum BLUE-EYED GRASS moderate to low water blue flower 

Tulbahia SOCIETY GARLIC moderate to low water everyblooming 

 

MEDIUM ACCENT PLANTS 3-6 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Caesalpinia pulcherrima RED BIRD OF PARADISE moderate to low water   

Chondropetalum CAPE RUSH moderate to low water living sculpture 

Cordyline FESTIVAL moderate water colorful grass-like foliage 

Dasylirion longissimum MEXICAN GRASS TREE low water very sculptural 

Dasylirion wheeleri DESERT SPOON low water   

Echium fastuosum PRIDE OF MADERIA moderate to low water spectacular bloom 

Fouquieria OCOTILLO low water   

Hesperaloe RED YUCCA low water showy flowers 

Leymus condensatus WILD RYE GRASS moderate to low water unusual blue foliage 

Muhlenbergia rigens DEER GRASS moderate to low water   

Panicum virgatum SWITCH GRASS moderate water   

Perovskia RUSSIAN SAGE moderate to low water bare in winter 

Phormium NEW ZEALAND FLAX moderate water   

Russelia equisetiformis CORAL FOUNTAIN moderate water   

Stipa gigantean GIANT FEATHER GRASS moderate water   

Strelitzia juncea 
LEAFLESS BIRD OF 

PARADISE 
moderate to low water   

Verbena bonariensis VERBENA moderate to low water   
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TALL ACCENT PLANTS 6-10 FT. TALL 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH 

CHARACTORISTICS 

Acacia cultriformis KNIFE ACACIA low water 
interesting leaves and 

flowers 

Beaucarnea PONYTAIL low water yucca like 

Cordyline australis CABBAGE PALM moderate water resembles soft yucca 

Euphorbia tirucalli PENCILBUSH low low water poisonous sap 

Fouquieria OCOTILLO low water 
popular accent in desert 

gardens 

Romneya coulteri MATILIJA POPPY low to very low water 
Native, large white poppy 

flower, attracts bees, 
spreads best in sandy soil 

 
 

PLANTS FOR SIDE YARDS  

Plants listed as “Front Yard Plants” can also be placed between houses, space permitting. 
For screening purposes we have included a list of shrubs that can be maintained within 
fairly narrow beds. To maintain dense foliage throughout it is important that light can reach 
the leaves at the bottom. To accomplish this, the hedge face has to be perpendicular or 
beveled slightly (top narrower than the bottom). 
 

RECOMMENDED SCREENING PLANTS 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
WATER 

REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH CHARACTORISTICS 

Callistemon viminalis 'Slim' BOTTLEBRUSH 6-8’ naturally narrow cultivar 

Camellia species and cultivars CAMELLIA 6-12’ good shade tolerance 

Cupressus sempervirens ITALIAN CYPRESS 10-20’ highly flammable 

Dodonaea viscosa HOPSEED BUSH 6-10’ better in full sun 

Euonymus japonica ‘Green Spire’ EVERGREEN EUONYMUS 6-8’   

Grewia occidentalis LAVENDER STARFLOWER 6-8’   
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RECOMMENDED SCREENING PLANTS 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
WATER 

REQUIREMENTS 
GROWTH CHARACTORISTICS 

Hibiscus rosa-sinensis TROPICAL HIBISCUS 3-8’   

Ilex - various species and cultivars HOLLY 3-20’ good shade tolerance 

Juniperus - various species and 
cultivars 

JUNIPER 4-15’ highly flammable 

Laurus nobilis SWEET BAY 5-10’   

Leptospermum TEA TREE 6-10’ 
prune carefully to avoid loss of 

foliage 

Ligustrum j. ‘Texanum’ WAX-LEAF PRIVET 3-8’ good shade tolerance 

Mahonia - various species and 
cultivars 

  4-10’ good shade tolerance 

Myoporum 'Clean N Green'   10-20’   

Myrica californica PACIFIC WAX MYRTLE 6-10’   

Nandina domestica HEAVENLY BAMBOO 5-7’   

Osmanthus   3-10’ 
good shade tolerance, slow 

growth 

Pittosporum - various species and 
cultivars 

JAPANESE MOCK ORANGE 4-20’  

Podocarpus - varieous species and 
cultivars 

  8-20’ good shade tolerance 

Prunus caroliana CAROLINA CHERRY 6-15’  

Prunus ilicifolia HOLLY-LEAF CHERRY 6-15’  

Rhamnus alaternus ITALIAN BUCKTHORN 6-10’  

Syzygium paniculatum 
AUSTRALIAN BRUSH 

CHERRY 
6-20’ 

easy to grow but susceptible to 
bugs 

Taxus YEW 3-20’ 
very slow growth, good shade 
tolerance, highly flammable 

Viburnum various species and 
cultivars 

  4-10’ good shade tolerance 
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DO NOT PLANT THESE COMMON, HIGHLY 

FLAMMABLE SPECIES 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 

Acacia ACACIA 

Cedrus CEDAR 

Cupressus CYPRESS 

Cytisus BROOM  

Eucalyptus  EUCALYPTUS  

Heteromeles TOYON 

Juniperus  JUNIPER 

Rhus ovata  SUGAR BUSH 

Rosmarinus  ROSEMARY 

Salvia  NATIVE SAGES 

Taxus  YEW 

Thuja  ARBORVITAE 

 
INVASIVE LANDSCAPE MATERIALS 

Examples of invasive plant species available at 125 retail nurseries in 2003 in 

California.1The following landscape materials should not be planted.  

 
In the event that an Owner desires to plant any of the following landscape materials, the 

Owner may be required to modify, maintain or ultimately remove landscape materials 
when deemed necessary by the Association or the Architectural Control Committee. 

That requirement is not affected by any approval for the landscape materials previously 
provide to the Owner in accordance with the Architectural Guidelines.  

 

SPECIES THAT SHOULD NOT BE PLANTED 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 

Arctotheca calendula  Capeweed 

Carpobrotus edulis  Hottentot Fig, Ice Plant 

Cortaderia selloana  Pampasgrass 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/A/W-CO-ACAL-IF.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/W-AZ-CEDU-IF.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/W-GM-CSEL-IF.001.html
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SPECIES THAT SHOULD NOT BE PLANTED 
BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 

Cotoneaster spp.  Cotoneasters 

Crateagus monogyna  English Hawthorn 

Cytisus scoparius  Scotch Broom 

Cytisus striatus  Portuguese Broom 

Delairea odorata  Cape-Ivy 

Elaeagnus angustifolia  Russian-Olive 

Eucalyptus globulus  Tasmanian Blue Gum 

Ficus carica  Edible Fig 

Foeniculum vulgare  Fennel 

Genista monspessulana  French Broom 

Hedera helix  English Ivy 

Helichrysum petiolare  Licorice Plant 

Leucanthemum vulgare  Ox-Eye Daisy 

Mesembryanthemum crystallinum  Crystalline Ice Plant 

Myoporum laetum  Myoporum 

Pennisetum setaceum  Crimson Fountain Grass 

Ricinus communis  Castor Bean 

Robinia pseudoacacia  Black Locust 

Schinus terebinthifolius  Brazilian Peppertree 

Spartium junceum  Spanish Broom 

Vinca major  Big Periwinkle 

 
 
1 Data from UC Master Gardener survey conducted in 2003 

 
Other invasive plant species of horticultural origin listed in the Cal-IPC Invasive Plant 

Inventory. These landscape plant materials should not be planted. 

SPECIES THAT SHOULD NOT BE PLANTED 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 

Acacia melanoxylon Black Acacia 

Ageratina adenophora Crofton Weed 

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent Grass 

Ailanthus altissima Tree-Of-Heaven 

Asparagus asparagoides Bridal Creeper 

Chrysanthemum coronarium Crown Daisy 

Conicosia pugioniformis Narrow Leaf Ice Plant 

Cordyline australis Giant Dracaena 

Cynodon dactylon Bermuda Grass 

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 

Echium candicans Pride-of-Madeira 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/W-RS-CLAC-FR.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/W-RS-CLAC-FR.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/W-RS-CMON-FR.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/W-LG-CSCO-MC.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/C/W-LG-CSTR-IF.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/D/W-CO-DODO-MP.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/E/W-EL-EANG-FL.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/E/W-MY-EGLO-FL.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/F/W-MO-FCAR-MC.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/F/W-AP-FVUL-MP.004.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/G/W-LG-GMON-MP.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/H/W-AR-HHEL-LS.003.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/H/W-CO-HPET-MC.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/L/W-CO-LVUL-FL.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/M/W-AZ-MCRY-IF.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/M/W-MY-MLAE-FL.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/P/W-GM-PSET-MP.002.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/R/W-EU-RCOM-YP.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/R/W-LG-RPSE-FL.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/S/W-AN-STER-FR.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/S/W-LG-SJUN-IF.001.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/V/W-AC-VMAJ-FL.003.html
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SPECIES THAT SHOULD NOT BE PLANTED 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 

Eichhornia crassipes Water Hyacinth 

Eucalyptus camaldulensis Red Gum 

Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue 

Hypericum canariense Canary Island Hypericum 

Ilex aquifolium English Holly 

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Flag Iris 

Linaria genistifolia ssp. dalmatica Dalmatian Toadflax 

Lobularia maritima Sweet Alyssum 

Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife 

Myosotis latifolia Common Forget-Me-Not 

Myriophyllum aquaticum Parrot Feather 

Olea europaea Olive 

Oxalis pes-caprae Buttercup Oxalis 

Pennisetum clandestinum Kikuyu Grass 

Phoenix canariensis Canary Island Date Palm 

Poa pratensis Kentucky Bluegrass 

Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum 

Pyracantha spp. Pyracantha 

Retama monosperma Bridal Broom 

Salvinia auriculata complex (including S. molesta) Giant Salvinia 

Sapium sebiferum Chinese Tallow Tree 

Saponaria officinalis Bouncingbet 

Sesbania punicea Red Sesbania 

Tamarix aphylla Athel Tamarix 

Tanacetum vulgare Common Tansy 

Washingtonia robusta Mexican Fan Palm 

Watsonia meriana Bulbil Watsonia 

Zantedeschia aethiopica Calla Lily 

 
Your back yard can be home to just about any plant you desire as long as the height 
does not exceed 35 feet and it does not become invasive. Avoid planting highly 
flammable plants close to or against your home or other structures. This zone must be 
watered adequately to avoid accumulation of dead or dry foliage. 
Greenbelt Encroachment Areas must be maintained as a barrier against the spread of 
wildfire. You are allowed to install a few fruit trees as long as they are properly spaced, 
irrigated and pruned. Healthy orchard trees are not a serious fire hazard. Uncared for 
trees must be removed. 
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RECOMMENDED TREES FOR 

GREENBELT ENCROACHMENT AREA 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME 
10 YR AVE 

HT. 
WATER REQUIREMENTS 

GROWTH 
CHARACTORISTICS 

Cercis Occidentalis WESTERN RED BUD 10 moderate to low water 
native, pink flowers in 

Spring 

  
CITRUS OR FRUIT 
BEARING TREES, 

EXCLUDING FIG TREES 
      

Lagerstromia CRAPE MYRTLE 15 moderate water 
great show of red, 
pink, lavender or 

white flowers 

Podocarpus gracilior AFRICAN FERN PINE 20 moderate to low water ferny foliage 

Prunus ilicifolia Lyonii CATALINA CHERRY 10 moderate to low water 
dense shade, edible 

berries 

Quercus agrifolia COAST LIVE OAK 15 moderate to low water 
native dense shade, 

spiny foilage 
 

RECOMMENDED SHRUBS FOR 

GREENBELT ENCROACHMENT AREA 

BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME WATER REQUIREMENTS GROWTH CHARACTORISTICS 

Alyngyne huegelii BLUE HIBISCUS moderate to low water short-lived but blooms 

Callistemon vimnalis BOTTLEBRUSH moderate to low water blooms all year 

Bougainvillea BOUGAINVILLEA moderate to low water blooms all year 

Ceanothus CALIFORNIA LILAC moderate to low water native, excellent spring bloom 

Leptospermum sopacarium NEW ZEALAND TEA moderate to low water blooms for 3 months 

Leucospermum PINCUSHION FLOWER moderate to low water 
cut flowers, blooms for several 

months 



EXHIBIT G 

 Coto de Caza Community Association - The Village 
 

 74  

SITE PLAN EXAMPLE 
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ILLUSTRATED ARCHITECTURAL PROCESS FLOW 

Applicant Requests and Receives Application 

Package from Management AC Coordinator

Applicant Prepares and Submits Complete 

Package

Approved and Annotated Plans / Submittal 

Returned to AC Coordinator for Processing

Complete Submittal Forwarded to AC / 

Consulting Architect for Review

Management AC 

Coordinator Completes 

Initial Review

AC Review

AC Coordinator Files and Distributes:

(1) Copy File

(2) Copy Applicant

Application / Submittal Not 

Complete

AC Coordinator Contacts 

Applicant and Resolves 

Deficiency

Rejected Plans / Submittal 

Returned to Applicant through 

AC Coordinator with Cause for 

Rejection

Applicant Withdraws Application

Applicant Gets County 

Approval

 

Applicant Completes Work

Applicant Notifies AC Coordinator of 

Completion

AC Coordinator Schedules Final Inspection

Execute Inspection and Photo Record

Conforms to Approved Design

File / Return Deposits

Exterior Design Changes Due 

to County Approval 

Requirements

Resubmit to AC Coordinator / 

AC

Review Inspected Work 

with AC

Does Not Conform with 

Approved Design
Enforcement Policy

AC Coordinator Contacts 

Applicant to Resolve 

Deficiency

Applicant Revises Application 

and Exhibits

Applicant Appeals AC Decision 

with Written Request to AC 

Coordinator for Board Hearing

 Notice and Hearing Scheduled  

with Board

Board Hearing and 

Review

Approved / Not 

Approved / Approved 

with Conditions

No Changes to AC 

Approved Plans

Applicant Begins Work
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PETRA GEOTECHNICAL SITE PLAN PLATE 
 
 
 

Please Contact Management for a 
Copy of the Site Plan Plate 
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DRIVEWAY TO STREET STANDARD DETAILS 

 

 


