
Coto de Caza Community Association 
c/o Merit Property Management  
1 Polaris Way  
Aliso Viejo, CA 92656 

 

February 10, 2011 
 
Kevin Bass 
Assistant Fire Marshal 
Orange County Fire Authority 
1 Fire Authority Road 
Irvine, CA 92602 
 

Dear Mr. Bass: 

The Coto de Caza Community Association (aka “The Village”) has been informed via an August 17, 2010 Fire and 
Life Safety Inspection Notice of the requirement to maintain a 20-foot fire lane on all streets to enable the passage of 
emergency vehicles.  The Village is an older, rural community and we are actively pursuing ideas and options that 
will preserve our neighborhood’s character while providing safe emergency vehicle access.  As part of the process, 
The Village Ad Hoc Parking Committee is presenting this proposal for OCFA’s review.  

PROPOSAL 

The Village is requesting that the OCFA grant a variance to the 20-foot fire lane to enable parking along one side of 
the street while still allowing adequate clearance for an emergency vehicle to pass.  Below, please find a brief 
outline of this proposed plan. 

BACKGROUND 

The area known as The Village started development in the 1960s and was incorporated as a HOA in the early 1970s.  
Among The Village’s distinguishing features, as set out by its incorporating documents, are: 

• Rural community 
• No sidewalks 
• No street lights 
• Limited signage 
• Small village community comprising 400 single family homes and 50 condominiums 
• Custom homes built to complement the natural habitat 
• Designated greenbelts and open spaces along with minimal fencing 

 
PROPOSED PARKING PLAN 

• Allow on-street parking on one side of the street from 6 a.m. – midnight 
o Parking would alternate sides depending on the year—following an odd/even pattern 

• No on-street parking between midnight – 6 a.m.  
• Enforcement would be handled by our current security company 

o Twice daily rounds 
o Vehicles in violation will be towed 

• Signage would be posted at the entrances to The Village 
• Parking policy would be posted in our monthly newsletter, posted on our website and communicated at 

monthly Board meetings 
• Several off-street parking locations are available within The Village and the residents will be advised that 

these are the preferred parking locations 
• The Village HOA is working on developing additional off-street parking locations 



 

REASONING 

Per your office, there has never been an official complaint from an OCFA crew regarding the inability of an 
emergency vehicle to perform its duties in The Village.  The goal of this committee is to preserve our unique 
community while ensuring safe and consistent access for emergency personnel. 

It is our understanding that emergency vehicles require 13 feet of clearance for gates and can drive on standard 12-
foot wide freeway lanes.  The Village streets average 21 feet and would provide 13 feet of clearance when cars are 
parked on one side of the street.   

Village property owners are concerned about the practical effect a full parking ban will have on the entire 
community.  Without on-street parking options for guests and vendors, our community will be adversely affected 
due to decreased property values and quality of life.   

We respectfully request OCFA grant a variance to permit one-side street parking within The Village community.  
We look forward to working with OCFA on reviewing and revising this plan to meet your approval.  

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Jason Vallone 

On behalf of Village Ad Hoc Parking Committee 


